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ell this Spring was filled with surprises not 
the least was the COVID 19 attack. In spite 
of the grave situation we are able to put 
together this issue of the Bulletin – Centro 
Pro Unione with what we hope are some 

interesting topics.
 Since Pope Francis has been attempting to 
implement a more synodical form of government for the 
Catholic church, we thought it important to take a look at 
the theological and canonical issues involved in activating 
this ancient form of ecclesiology for the Latin Catholic 
church.  We invited an outstanding canonist and member 
of the faculty of Canon Law at the Antonianium University, Francisco José 
Regordán Barbero, ofm, to introduce us to the principal issues concerning 
synodality. His conference, “Consideraciones Generales sobre la Sinodalidad: 
Una cum capite suo” allows a more comprehensive and technical understanding 
of the issues concerning the practice of synodality on the various levels:  local, 
regional and universal.
 As has been a long standing custom at the Centro, we jointly celebrated 
with the Lay Centre at Foyer Unitas, the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
with a lecture and an ecumenical prayer vigil.  This year Bishop Brian Farrell, 
lc, Secretary of the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity laid 
out for us the ecumenism of Pope Francis.  He contrasted the present Pope’s 
approach with that of his predecessors and at the same time explained the 
pastoral principles that animate Francis’ approach which is a very personal 
one of meeting the other so as to breakdown barriers of fear and prejudices 
that have far too often colored our relationships.
 The third lecture that we present here is one of high interest for 
Jewish-Christian inter-religious studies. The conference “True Religion. 
Maimonides’ Legacy and Inter-religious Theology” given by Prof. Menachem 
Lorberbaum from Tel Aviv University and senior fellow of the Hartman 
Institute.  His lecture places the focus on the issue of idolatry as opposed 
to that of truth in the practice of religion. Prof. Lorberbaum offers the 
contribution of the Medieval Jewish theologian, Maimonides as he explores 
where some of the current problems of inter-religious relations is going today 
thereby showing the relavancte of Maimonides today’. 
 The Centro’s Spring lecture series was to include the following 
lectures: Pio X: Riformatore prima del Vaticano II by Prof. Giovanni Maria 
Vian, God, Science and Religion by Rabbi Jack Bemporad and Laudato Si’ and 
“universal communion”: Re-thinking Liturgy in a Time of Ecological Emergency  
by  Prof. Teresa Berger.  Unfortunately we have had to move these to the Fall 
because of the pandemic.  We have had to cancel our Summer Institute as well. 
For additional information on the program promoted by the Centro, MAD for 
Ecumenism, a program for the mutual accountability of the Churches, please 
check our web calendar for the new dates especially if you are following us on 
streaming (www.prounione.it).
 We cannot close our Spring issue without including the next 
supplement of the Bibliography of Interchurch and Interconfessional Theological 
Dialogues compiled by our librarian, Dr. Loredana Nepi.
 Lastly, we would like to announce the  theme for the Week of Prayer 
2021: Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit (cf. Jn 15:5-9)
 We invite our readers to always check our web site for dates 
and events as well as the up-dating of our data base on the international 
theological dialogues and of course our two libraries: pro and dialogo.
 This Bulletin is indexed in the ATLA Religion  Database, published 
by the American Theological Library Association, 250 S. Wacker Drive,  
16th Floor, Chicago, IL 60606 (www.atla.com).

W

› Francisco José Regordán Barbero

› Brian Farrell

›  Menachem Lorberbaum

› Bibliography of Interchurch and 

Interconfessional Theological Dialogues 

(Thirty-fifth Supplement / 2020)
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Prof. Francisco José Regordán Barbero –   Canonista y profesor de derecho canónico en la Pont. Univ. Antonianum

 1A nadie que siga, siquiera superficialmente, la 
actualidad de la vida de la Iglesia Católica podrá pasar 
por alto el interés creciente que esta tomando la así 
llamada “sinodalidad”. No es sin embargo una cuestión 
espontanea. Como se ha dicho, ya desde la clausura 
del Concilio Vaticano II “intorno agli anni Sessanta del 
XX secolo si é generalizata […] un’attenzaine crescente 
per la dimensione conciliare della Chiesa, denominata 
‘conciliarietà’ o ‘sinodalità’” (Alberigo).

 

Esta identificación primera de los términos “conciliaridad” 
y “sinodalidad” nos ayuda a entender que el término 
“sinodalidad”, no es un concepto que por sí solo ofrezca 
un significado limitado que pueda definirse fácilmente, 
por ejemplo, mediante un opósito o su contrario. De 
hecho, podemos decir que el termino “sínodo” no es 

1  La presente colaboración, tal como reza el subtitulo es 
un breve resumen de la conferencia pronunciada el día 6 de 
noviembre de 2019 en el Centro Pro Unione. El sistema de citación 
vista la brevedad de esta breve contribución, consiste en indicar 
entre paréntesis, en el texto principal, el primer apellido del autor 
considerado, después de su oportuna mención. La referencia 
completa se encontrará al final de este breve artículo.

un termino técnico que haga como tal referencia a 
una realidad única, diversa de otras. Por ello resulta 
conveniente para ver el sustrato que se encuentra bajo 
esta terminología conviene volver a la asimilación de los 
términos “conciliaridad” y “sinodalidad”.
 Se ha dicho que ambos términos “sono astratti, 
ma non arbitrari” (Ruggeri), pero sea como fuere, lo 
importante en apretada síntesis es que con ambos 
términos, comprendidos en su generalidad, hacen 

referencia como dice el documento 
“La sinodalidad en la vida y en la misión 
de la Iglesia” de la Comisión Teológica 
Internacional, a una “específica forma 
de vivir y obrar de la Iglesia […] que 
se manifiesta y realiza en concreto su 
comunión en el caminar juntos, en el 
reunirse en asamblea y en el participar 
activamente de todos sus miembros en 
su misión evangelizadora” (cf. nº 6).
 A nuestro fin, especialmente 
interesante nos resulta la referencia 
o especificación que el documento 
citado hace cuando une el 
concepto de sinodalidad a aquel de 
corresponsabilidad (cf. nº 6). Así se puede 
leer que “el concepto de sinodalidad se 
refiere a la corresponsabilidad y a la 
participación de todo el Pueblo de dios 
en la vida y a misión de la Iglesia” (nº. 7). 
En otras palabras, la corresponsabilidad 
(sinodalidad) está radicada en la 
estructura sacramental de la Iglesia 
(Arrieta). 
 Un peligro que se advierte 
en seguida es que dependiendo del 

significado que se le dé al termino “corresponsabilidad” 
pueden deslizarse unas consecuencias u otras. Para 
poder centrar la definición de “corresponsabilidad” 
resulta necesario afirmar que la corresponsabilidad 
se orienta hacia un objetivo común. Uno puede ser 
corresponsable cuando existe un objetivo que debe ser 
alcanzado por todos y en el proceso de ello se ejecutan 
cuántos actos legítimos, mejor convengan. No cabe duda 
de que dicho objetivo en la Iglesia es aquel que dota de 
sentido la misión evangelizadora de la que apenas hemos 
hecho mención. Esto es: id por todo el mundo y predicad 
el Evangelio a toda criatura (Mc 16, 15). Por tanto, la 
sinodalidad entendida como corresponsabilidad está al 
servicio de la evangelización común de todos los fieles.

(Extracto de la conferencia pronunciada el día 6 de noviembre de 2019)

 ` Prof. Francisco José Regordán Barbero, ofm

Consideraciones Generales sobre la Sinodalidad  
Una cum capite suo1
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 La doctrina ha definido la corresponsabilidad 
como “il prevalere della responsabilità di ciascuno rispetto 
all’operato comune: nella corresponsabilità, infatti, 
ciascuno partecipa (e rispondere) ‘del’ e ‘dal’ proprio 
punto di vista istituzionale, dal munus/ministerium, cioè, 
che esercita per il bene comune; in tale dinamica ciascuno 
rimane ‘se stesso’ –almeno sotto il profilo funzionale–, 
deve, cioè, esercitare il proprio ‘ruolo’ specifico, 
approcciare le tematiche e le questioni secondo l’ottica 
peculiare dello status/ministerium occupato all’interno 
della Chiesa e per il bene di tutti” (Gherri). 
 La clave pues reside en la conjugación de la 
naturaleza no colegial de la potestas 
regiminis eclesial, con este principio de 
corresponsabilidad orientado a un objetivo 
común. El CIC, ha establecido diferentes 
“modulazioni della corresponsabilitá” 
(Gherri). Así tenemos, entre otros, desde 
el Consejo de un superior religioso hasta 
un sínodo de Obispos. La clave consiste en 
observar que en todas estas formas -como 
se ha dicho- se ha asume y se articula “la 
costitutiva non-paritarietà della struttura 
consultiva ecclesiale, articolata sempre 
in modo bipolare asimmetrico” (Gherri), 
es decir, un superior y un órgano de 
consulta con más o menos competencias 
donde se concretiza la  mencionada 
corresponsabilidad y que están al servicio 
del debido discernimiento del órgano de 
gobierno para el mejor fruto de sus actos 
de gobierno. Es decir que no puede existir 
la “sinodalidad” si no existe una cabeza a /
con la que desde el propio munus, poner 
en aras al objetivo común, lo que, por el 
oficio u otra condición apta, se requiere. 
 Y es que esta corresponsabilidad así entendida, va 
pues a consistir en ultimo termino, en un ejercicio común 
a todas las diversas “instituciones sinodales”, esto es, el 
ofrecer consejo, lo que en italiano ha sido denominado 
como “conciliarietá” (Gherri), que tendrá diversas 
actualizaciones en el modo, según la institución concreta 
que se trate, v. gr. un sínodo diocesano, un sínodo de 
obispos, … etc.
 Pudiera tras la lectura de lo citado, sufrir la 
tentación de pensar que la corresponsabilidad y por ende 
la sinodalidad pudiera reducir a mostrar a la autoridad un 
mero parecer. No es así. Consultar –como se ha afirmado– 
no se identifica con informarse. De este modo, aconsejar 
no es ofrecer una mara indicación (Gherri). El consejo 
requiere de quien lo da un conjunto de interacciones que 
difícilmente pueden reducirse a una pericia. Se requiere 
una relación entre los que piden y ofrecen el consejo 
a fin de poder “hacer ver” (y no meramente mostrar) 
una determinada visión de la realidad, que implica 
análisis, temores y esperanzas, no pocas veces de corte 

espiritual (piénsese por ejemplo en las intuiciones de los 
contemplativos) que no un mero parecer de un aspecto 
de la realidad. 
 En definitiva, la sinodalidad es ciertamente un 
modo de caminar juntos, de situar al centro una común vida 
de fe al servicio de una misión común, que en comunión 
con la cabeza, (radicada en la potestad de régimen) se 
traducirá o concretizará, en determinados medios de 
actuación al servicio del discernimiento como forma de 
gobierno querida por la razón y el Divino Fundador de la 
Iglesia. 

 - Alberigo, g. “Concil iarita?, futuro delle chiese,” 
in A. Melloni-S. Scatena (ed.), Synod and Synodality. 
Theology, History, Canon Law and Ecumenism in New 
Contact. International Colloquium Bruges, 2003.  
Christianity and history, v. 1. (Münster/Hamburg/
London: LIT, 2005) 

 - ArrietA, J. i.  Órganos de participación y 
corresponsabilidad en la Iglesia. (Diocesana, 1994).

 - gherri, P. “Corresponsabil ità e diritto: il  diritto 
amministrativo”, Apollinaris, 82 (1-2) 2009,  pp. 227 - 
264).

 - gherri, P.  Consultare e consigliare nella Chiesa 
atti della giornata canonistica interdisciplinare. (Città 
del Vaticano: Lateran University Press, 2018) pp. 7-30.

 - ruggieri, g. Chiesa sinodale. (Roma/Bari: Gius. 
Laterza & Figli Spa., 2017).

 ` Participants greet the professor in the lecture hall

Prof. Francisco José Regordán Barbero –   Canonista y profesor de derecho canónico en la Pont. Univ. Antonianum

 �  



5Centro Pro Unione Bulletin

CENTRO CONFERENCES

N. 97 - Spring 2020

Introduction

In this presentation I will try to answer 
three questions:

- what world and what church did Pope 
Francis inherit at his election? (quick 
summary/ not exhaustive analysis)  
   
- what specific ecumenical preparation 
did he bring to his petrine ministry? 

- in the years of his papacy, in his own 
words and actions, what has been his 
particular approach to the restoration 
of Christian unity?

I. What world and what church did Pope 
Francis inherit at his election? 

 The intensity of ecumenical 
relations between the churches depends 
greatly on the churches having the vision 
and the stamina to engage. This is not an 
easy time for Christianity, and ecumenism 
quite frequently takes second place to concerns for 
survival or maintenance. 

 Because, generally speaking, all churches face 
the same challenges in today’s world, I begin, not with 
a Catholic appraisal, but with the Faith and Order 
consensus document The Church: Towards a Common 
Vision, published in 2013 as the outcome of almost twenty 
years of study and consultation among practically all the 
Christian churches, including the Catholic Church. Section 
7 of that document reminds us that “Some developments 
are particularly challenging to the Church’s mission and 
self-understanding”. It goes on to mention some of these 
challenging developments:

• the global secularizing culture, which affects all 
countries and all societies. God is not necessary, 
the Church is merely a maintainer of traditions 
that have little to do with the real life-choices of 
people today. Society should be organized without 
any reference to transcendent truths or values. 

 These are not just ideas being propounded by 
elites. They are now the dominant organizing criteria of 
not only the Western First World, but more and more are 
becoming a global aspiration. Peoples everywhere tend 

to identify the freedom and development they yearn 
for with this secularizing trend. Secularization seems to 
promise release from rules and limits. Religion with its 
demands begins to feel intolerable. 

• the development of social media, where everyone’s 
opinion can be launched and communicated to 
a wide audience. Views are no longer based on 
reality and experience but on virtual reality and 
the emotions that virtual reality, not real reality, 
arouses. In a mass of conflicting ideas, many 
people are disconcerted and without compass. In 
addition, the ability to move with ease from one 
network of interests to another diminishes the 
sense of committed belonging, for example, in 
interpersonal relationships and in bonding with a 
particular church. 

• religious pluralism, all religions are present 
everywhere. All religions present themselves as 
valid paths to salvation, and civil legislation more 
and more requires that they be treated as equally 
valid, and equally irrelevant in determining social 
values and laws. As a result, the uniqueness of 
Jesus Christ as the only Saviour of the world is 
relativized.

 

The Ecumenism of Pope Francis

Bishop Brian Farrell, lc  
Secretary, Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christain Unity

(Conference given at the Centro Pro Unione, Thursday, 23 January 2020)

Bishop Brian Farrell, lc –   Secretary, Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christain Unity

Conferenze
Audio

PODCAST

AUDIO PODCAST FOR THIS CONFERENCE:
https://bit.ly/2WhB77j

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2020

 ` Bishop Brian Farrell
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As Pope Francis often says, we are not in an 
epoch of change but in a change of epoch. In 
his most recent talk to the Roman Curia he said: 
“Today we are no longer the only ones who create 
culture, nor are we in the forefront or those most 
listened to. We need a change in our pastoral 
mindset... faith – especially in Europe, but also in 
a large part of the West – is no longer an evident 
presupposition of social life; indeed, faith is often 
rejected, derided, marginalized and ridiculed...
Christendom no longer exists!” (21/12/2019). 

 The question is: In such a world, how do the 
churches own a space for revelation and for authoritative 
teaching on faith and morals? This new world has already 
emerged, and all churches are finding it difficult to offer 
more effective ways of speaking to humanity about God, 
about salvation and transcendence.

  As a global entity, the Catholic Church is 
experiencing all these challenges in an intense way, 
just when it has become clear that the reforms – the 
aggiornamento – inaugurated by the Second Vatican 
Council have become the arena of a definitive clash 
of minds, draining energy from the Church’s duty to 
evangelize and serve. Genuine reform is always difficult 
because, at heart, it requires a correct discernment in 
new circumstances regarding how the original message 
(what God has said and done in the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ) is to be announced, transmitted and 
lived today. The message is always relevant, but certain 
paradigms, structures and methods of church life, which 
developed over time in dependence on social and cultural 
conditions different from ours, are no longer effective 
channels of evangelization and witness.

 This, in a few broad strokes, is the situation Pope 
Francis faced when he stepped onto the balcony after his 
election and asked for prayers.

II. What specific ecumenical preparation did he bring to 
his petrine ministry? 

 1. Pope Francis often refers to people who have 
influenced his thinking. [I would invite you to read the 
presentation he made at the Jesuit Curia (13 December 
2019) of the five volumes of the writings of Father Miguel 
Angel Fiorito, his teacher and guide, published in the 
latest edition of La Civiltà Cattolica (4070).] He has also 
mentioned that he was greatly influenced by two other 
Argentinian theologians he met during the time he spent 

in the diocesan seminary, before entering 
the Jesuits: Rafael Tello and Lucio Gera.
These teachers showed him that faith and 
doctrine cannot be separated from action: 
theology is inseparable from pastoral 
action in the concreteness of peoples’ lives. 

 They taught Bergoglio to see 
the People of God, not as a conceptual 
category, but as made up of – imbedded 
in – specific populations and their cultures. 
Hence the unique importance for theology 
and pastoral action of the religious 
experience of those peoples and, within 
those peoples, of the poor.

 In fact, these mentors and others 
taught Bergoglio that the poor are not 
only the object of the Church’s action but 
also the agent and criterion of that action. 
In other words, the Gospel message is 
better assimilated from within the distinct 

culture of a people by the people themselves, 
not as something coming to them from outside; not 
from a supposed higher “ecclesiastical culture”, and 
especially not from the “modern culture” generated by 
post-Enlightenment intellectual and political elites. The 
Church grows not “from the outside to the inside” but 
“from the inside to the outside”.

 These guides led the young Bergoglio to consider 
liberation as a constitutive part of evangelization. Not 
in the Marxist interpretation that spread through Latin 
America, but in the sense that runs in continuity from 
Medellin (1968), Puebla (1979) and Aparecida (2007) in 
Latin America, to Paul VI’s Evangelii Nuntiandi (1975), to 
which Francis often refers, through to Pope John Paul’s 
‘new evangelization’, to his own Evangelii Gaudium.

 As a result, Pope Francis sees the Church not as 
an end in itself, to be served; but as the servant of the 
people, especially the poor: the famous ‘field hospital’, 
‘the church that goes forth’. 

 2. In Francis’ vision of the Church Christian unity 
plays a central part. But it was not always that way. 
Pope Francis came to ecumenism by way of a personal 
“conversion”, helped by his contact with the Charismatic 
Renewal. During the flight back from Lund after the Joint 
Catholic-Lutheran commemoration of the Reformation 

 ` H.E. Callista Gingrich, U.S. ambassador to the Holy See attended the event

Bishop Brian Farrell, lc –   Secretary, Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christain Unity
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(1 November 2016), he admits that during his time as 
provincial of the Jesuits in Buenos Aires, between 1973 
and 1979, “I forbade the Jesuits to get into that [the 
Renewal]”; “I too have undergone a process of recognizing 
the good that the Renewal has given the Church.” We 
know that as Archbishop of Buenos Aires, between 1992 
and 2013, he took part in many prayer meetings, and 
through them made lasting friendships with Catholic 
Charismatics, as well as Evangelical and Pentecostal 
figures. In his visit to the evangelical pastor Giovanni 
Traettino of the Pentecostal Church of Reconciliation, 
in Caserta, Italy, he noted that “it is they [Evangelicals] 
who first came to see me in Buenos Aires… And so this 
friendship began, this closeness among the pastors in 
Buenos Aires” (28 July 2014).

 These friendships had a lasting impact on 
Bergoglio. Interesting is what he says [in an interview 
with Ulf Jonsson, director of Signum Magazine, on 
the occasion of his trip to Lund, Sweden, for the 500th 
anniversary of the beginning of the Reformation] 
about the Swedish pastor, Anders Ruuth, professor of 
spiritual theology at the Faculty of Lutheran Theology in 
Argentina. I quote, “in a really difficult time for my soul, 
I had a lot of confidence in him and opened my heart. He 
helped me a lot at that time.... I remember him with much 
affection and recognition”. Because of such experiences, 
Jorge Bergoglio arrived at the papacy with a deep desire 
to do all he could for Christian unity.

III. What has been his particular approach to Christian 
unity in the years of his papacy?

 1. The first thing to say is that Pope Francis 
understands ecumenical relations, above all, as a matter 
of Spirit-led personal relationships. 

 His personal engagement is especially evident in 
his meetings with heads of churches and patriarchs.

 He has met so many of them, in his travels, to 
the Holy Land, Albania, Turkey, Havana (on the way to 
Mexico), Lesbos, Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan and 
Egypt, Bulgaria, Rumania, North Macedonia; and so many 
Heads of Churches have come to Rome, some of them a 
number of times. In his words: “One feels the fraternity. 
Jesus is in the middle. For me they are all brothers.” After 
meeting Patriarch Kiril in Havana he remarked: “We have 
talked about issues that concern us both. Quite frankly, I 
have felt the presence of a brother, and he too has told 
me the same. Two bishops who, first of all, talk about the 
situation of their Churches; and secondly, of the world 
situation”. 

 The same with the leadership of the Anglican and 
Protestant churches: they read him; they are grateful for 
his leadership, and they pray for him ...

  2. Pope Francis’ Ecumenism in His Own Words 

 Pope Francis’ statements on ecumenism would 

fill hundreds, maybe thousands, of pages. We can only 
reference a few. For example, we can suppose he says 
what is on his mind when, each Christmas, he speaks to 
the Roman Curia. In his 2017 talk he spoke about Christian 
unity, and offered a good framework for the main points 
I am trying to make in this presentation. He refers to 
ecumenical relations as “an essential requirement of 
our faith, a requirement that flows from the depth 
of our being believers in Jesus Christ”. It is one of the 
Church’s “irreversible commitments”. Then he makes 
an interesting point. Without using the well-known 
terminology of ‘dialogue of truth’ and ‘dialogue of life 
and love’, he clearly distinguishes between them and, in 
a sense, makes a preferential option for the ‘dialogue of 
life’.

 Based on his reading of the real situation of 
the search for Christian unity, he is convinced that the 
theological and ecclesiological differences that still 
divide Christians will only be overcome along the path of 
a “shared journey”.

 A) Francis is calling for a shift of emphasis 
from the traditional mode of ecumenism – search for 
progressive notional agreement – a methodology of “life 
together”: a real sharing by Christians in and of what 
they hold in common, with respect for the differences 
that remain complementary and do not reach the level 
of contradiction and conflict. Differences are in fact not 
all of the same weight! In Pope Francis’ view the Churches 
would move towards one another, giving priority to the 
essentials that already unite them, and not using their 
differences as a reason – or an excuse – to continue to 
live and act separately, as divided churches have done for 
centuries.

 I think we can describe his starting point this 
way: the Catholic Church, which, in Vatican II’s language 
(Lumen Gentium, 8), has preserved all the endowments of 
the one Church founded by Christ, is nevertheless only a 
part of the whole body of the baptized, who all together 
are the depository and witness of Christ’s saving grace. 

 ` Arch. Ian Ernest, Director Anglican Centre in Rome and Prof. Donna Orsuto,  
Director The Lay Centre, devout friends of the Centro Pro Unione

Bishop Brian Farrell, lc –   Secretary, Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christain Unity
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 Perhaps the heart of Pope Francis’ ecumenical 
legacy is this change of perspective, with its call for a 
more inclusive way of looking at Christians in the other 
churches. Francis is urging us to journey towards fuller 
communion, not by starting from what is mine and 
remaining locked into my church’s narrative about other 
Christians, but thinking, judging and acting within and 
from the much wider vista of the whole Christian family, 
of all the baptized incorporated into Christ. So there is this 
broader Christianity, made up of all the baptized, in which 
the Holy Spirit produces works of grace and salvation. 

 But beware! Pope Francis has not invented some 
new revolutionary vision. He is merely drawing out the 
consequences of what Lumen Gentium, 5 already stated: 
“They (other Christians) are consecrated by baptism, in 
which they are united with Christ.... Likewise in some real 
way they are joined with us in the Holy Spirit, for to them 
too He gives His gifts and graces, whereby He is operative 
among them with His sanctifying power”.

 Francis wants us to recognize that there are 
elements of Christ’s church that are better understood 
and preserved outside the visible boundaries of one’s 
own communion. As an example, his references to the 
fact that Catholics can learn much about synodality from 
the Orthodox. We have to be ready to receive from others 
what would lead our own community to conform better 
to God’s designs. Already in Evangelii Gaudium he had 
advanced this guiding principle: “It is not just about being 
better informed about others, but rather about reaping 
what the Spirit has sown in them, which is also meant to 
be a gift for us” (246).

 We may ask, has the “the exchange of gifts” of 
which all recent Popes have spoken really taken root? 
How far do we Catholics and do our brothers and sisters 
of the other churches show a real willingness to receive 
from one another?

 B) Such an approach of course begs the question: 
what do we do about our differences? For Francis diversity 
is not a negative, but a positive. For him “the Church is 
one in diversity.” How often has he mentioned Oscar 
Cullmann’s term, ‘reconciled diversity’? During his visit 
to the Pentecostal Church of Caserta (28 July 2014) he 
says: “the prism (polyhedron) is unity, but all its parts are 
different, each has its own peculiarity, its charisms. This 
is unity in diversity”. In EG he calls it “communion amid 
disagreement”.  What do we do about differences? 
Here and there some ecumenists are looking for a new 
“hermeneutic of difference”1. Hopefully others will take 
up the challenge of developing the concept further! It 
will be a mighty struggle against the tendency towards 
uniformity and towards self-referential thinking! Many 
Catholics think that there is only one way of being Church. 
The Catholic blogosphere is full of them. Centuries of 
latinization of the Eastern Churches is a sad example, 

1  Placido Sgroi, Istituto di Studi Ecumenici San Bernardino, Venice.

with consequences that affect some of those churches 
even today.

 C) Some specifics in Francis’ approach to ecumenism. 
There are two recurring ecumenical events repeated 
every year where Pope Francis can offer extended 
remarks, and therefore a more reasoned explanation of 
his thinking. The first is the Vesper service at the closing 
of the Week of Prayer, on 25 January each year. The other, 
more specific to the Orthodox world, is the meeting with 
the delegation of the Church of Constantinople each June 
for the feastday of Rome’s patrons Sts. Peter and Paul. I 
have re-read these talks to see what issues he highlights.

 In 2014, presiding at the Vespers for the Week 
of Prayer for the first time as Pope, Francis recalled the 
ecumenical commitment of John XXIII, Paul VI and John 
Paul II, as if looking to them for guidance: “The work of 
these, my predecessors, enabled ecumenical dialogue 
to become an essential dimension of the ministry of the 
Bishop of Rome, so that today the Petrine ministry cannot 
be fully understood without this openness to dialogue... 
the journey of ecumenism has allowed us to come to a 
deeper understanding of the ministry of the Successor of 
Peter, and we must be confident that it will continue to 
do so in the future.” 

 A reform of the papacy: 

 Every Pope since Saint John XXIII has recognized 
that a broader sharing of authority and responsibility and 
accountability – in other words, a genuine practice of the 
collegial and synodical nature of the Church – is needed.
 “It is my duty, as the Bishop of Rome, to be 
open to suggestions which can help make the exercise 
of my ministry more faithful to the meaning which 
Jesus Christ wished to give it and to the present needs 
of evangelization” (Evangelii Gaudium ,32). As he said at 
the commemoration of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Synod of Bishops, on 17 October 2015: “The Pope is not, 
by himself, above the Church; but within it as one of the 
baptized, and within the College of Bishops as a Bishop 

 ` A group of participants in the Conference
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among Bishops, called at the same time – as Successor 
of Peter – to lead the Church of Rome which presides in 
charity over all the churches.”

 And regarding Bishops’ Conferences: “a juridical 
status of episcopal conferences which would see them 
as subjects of specific attributions, including genuine 
doctrinal authority, has not yet been sufficiently 
elaborated” (EG, 32). Here again, Pope Francis is not 
pressing for some revolutionary novelty, but for the re-
appropriation of certain dynamic principles that belong 
to the essence of the Church, to the Church as communion 
and community: synodality and collegiality, pastoral 
discernment and respect for intermediate structures. 

 Here we’re talking about the big picture: the 
application of the reforms of Vatican II! The whole body 
of the Church has to move towards that objective. Francis 
can only plant and nourish; and pray that his successors 
will follow. 

 This kind of reform in the Catholic Church is seen 
by our ecumenical partners as a major source of hope for 
ecumenism in the twenty-first century.
 More recently the January Vespers 
have highlighted two important points 
of Francis’ ecumenical outlook. In 2018 
he insisted that “even when divergence 
separates us, we recognize that we 
belong to the people of the redeemed, to 
the same family of brothers and sisters, 
beloved by the one Father.” In 2019 he 
urged: “we must acknowledge the value 
of the grace granted to other Christian 
communities. As a result, we will want to 
partake of the gifts of others.” Francis’ 
approach to difference, the language of 
“exchange of gifts”, a new “hermeneutic 
of difference” and Receptive Ecumenism, 
all seem to lead in the same direction.

 Something similar can be seen in 
his yearly meetings with the delegation from 
Constantinople. In the first years, Francis’ 
attention was focussed on the theological 
dialogue, but always in connection with 
his call for a culture of encounter: “we 
must not be afraid of encounter and true 
dialogue. This does not lead us away from the truth; 
rather, through an exchange of gifts, it leads us, under 
the guidance of the Spirit of Truth, towards the whole 
Truth (cf. Jn 16:13)” (2013).

 Then, in 2017 the question of reconciling 
differences appears with force: “In the first millennium, 
Christians of East and West shared in the same Eucharistic 
table, preserving together the same truths of faith 
while cultivating a variety of theological, spiritual and 
canonical traditions compatible with the teaching of the 
apostles and the ecumenical councils. That experience is 

a necessary point of reference and a source of inspiration 
for our efforts to restore full communion in our own day, 
a communion that must not be a bland uniformity.”

 And more recently he has become more 
specific regarding what is required for communion: “I 
am increasingly convinced that the restoration of full 
unity between Catholics and Orthodox will come about 
through respect for specific identities and a harmonious 
coexistence in legitimate forms of diversity. The Holy 
Spirit... harmonizes them (different gifts) and brings 
them into authentic unity, which is not uniformity but a 
symphony of many voices in charity. As Bishop of Rome 
I wish to reaffirm that, for us Catholics, the purpose of 
dialogue is full communion in legitimate forms of diversity, 
not a monotonous levelling, much less absorption.”
 
Conclusion: a ‘Personal’ Way of Doing Ecumenism

 1. Pope Francis’ ecumenism is the result of a 
spiritual and intellectual conversion. A conversion from 
the typical ‘exclusivist’ ecclesiology of the past to a 
recognition that God is working through all communities 
of the baptized. Francis enjoys the trust of ecumenical 

partners. They may not agree with everything he stands 
for, but they recognize in him a true disciple of the Lord, 
even a ‘born again’ Christian, and not just a cultural 
Catholic defending power and ecclesiastical interests. 

 2. For Francis, words are no longer enough. 
Prophetic gestures are needed. Like giving the relics 
of St. Peter to Constantinople. A prophetic and almost 
mystical impulse! He has explained that it was an 
inspiration that came to him in prayer, the night before 
the celebration. Something entirely in the realm of the 
Spirit, way above questions of ecclesiastical diplomacy 

 ` Among listeners of the conference, students from Pontifical University - Angelicum in Rome
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and strategies. At the feast of St Andrew in November 
Patriarch Bartholomew replied: “This gift of our brother 
Pope Francis is a new milestone on the path of our coming 
closer... The fact that the brothers Peter and Andrew are 
again reunited through the presence of their holy relics 
encourages us to continue with greater momentum and 
hope our journey towards the desired unity”.

 3. Francis’ ecumenism is a “walking, praying, 
working together”, testifying to the faith, evangelizing, 
serving with charity, always with practical and tangible 
initiatives and works. Hence, Francis attaches vital 
importance to experiencing brotherhood and “doing 
together” whatever we can do together. He approaches 
the formal, institutional, moments of ecumenical contact 
and celebration in a spiritual, contemplative, attitude; and 
measures the result of these moments by the intensity of 
the human and ecclesial communion and interaction he 
experiences. 

 4. He is not looking for sameness and uniformity, 
much less for dominance. He rejects the idea of there 
being only one way of thinking and doing. His objective 
is “reconciled diversity”, wrought not through diplomacy 
and negotiation, but as the ‘intrusion’ of the Holy Spirit 
who inspires actions of love and solidarity. For Francis, 
theological reflection is an essential part of this walking 
together, but praxis must precede and prepare the 
conditions for doctrinal agreement.

 5. For him, ecumenical action should be rooted in 
what is now, what is real, in the imperfect realities that 
we have to deal with. What is real is the journey itself; a 
‘journeying together’, with all the incompleteness of 
our personal and institutional relationships; certainly 
not merely a search for perfect agreements, written in 
documents, to be admired and quoted when convenient, 
but of themselves incapable of delivering the act of faith, 
the mutual trust, the submission to God’s will that will, in 
the end, constitute the act of restoration of unity among 
the churches. The communion we seek, as God wishes, 
when he wishes, in the end will not only be an act of 
intelligence, so much as an act of will and of faith. 

 6. Ecumenism therefore for Pope Francis is not 
the effort to create something preconceived, like a 
builder who follows the plans of an architect. What the 
final restoration of unity among Christians will look like is 
nowhere near clear. It will be a unity in diversity, without 
uniformity, it will be kaleidoscopic, it will be a prism or 
polyhedron, not a sphere, it will be multi-centered. 
Ecumenism is the journey itself: the search for Christian 
unity, with all the difficulties, the hesitations, the errors 
of a search for something not yet clearly perceived. 

 An image came to me. I am walking in a great 
forest. I see hundreds of trees all around me, all different 
kinds; millions of branches of every shape and form; 
billions of leaves of every size and colour. My mind 
struggles to grasp the oneness, the totality, of the whole 
forest, but I can only see a part of it. At the same time I 
know, as Pope Francis wrote in Evangelii Gaudium, that 
the whole is greater than the part, even than the sum of 
the parts. So I believe that what essentially characterizes 
Pope Francis’ ecumenism is that the ‘whole’ – which would 
be the visible unity of Christians – is beyond our grasp, we 
have no clear idea of what the goal of communion in faith, 
sacraments and order will look like or how the churches 
will get there! But Pope Francis strongly believes that 
the churches cannot wait for ecumenical agreement to be 
achieved before they come together to preach the Gospel 
to every creature, and in doing so ‘grow’ the unity they 
already have. 

 Pope Francis would want us to remember that 
the ecumenical movement belongs to God, and the Holy 
Spirit continues to inspire progress, mostly in slow, small 
steps. As he has said: “when we set out on a journey, when 
we are on a path, we always discover new things, things 
which we did not know. ... God is always new.... he always 
surprises us.....” For Pope Francis, ecumenism is the Spirit 
building communion step by step along the way. A Spirit of 
surprises along the way. 

 �  

Bishop Brian Farrell, lc –   Secretary, Pontifical Council for the Promotion of Christain Unity

 ` Fr. James Puglisi, SA welcoming H.E. ambassador Callista Gingrich

 ` Lecture of Bishop Farrell
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True Religion1

Maimonides’ Legacy and Inter-religious Theology

(Conference given at the Centro Pro Unione, Thursday, 20 February 2020)

1I. Idolatry is the negative expression of 
monotheism 

 It focuses the normative 
implication of the religious, theological 
and moral imperatives of the divine claim 
of exclusivity. The Abrahamic religions 
share the basic structure of an all-
encompassing truth claim, and it is a has 
served a reigning interpretation of the 
Abrahamic call. Love of God, the eros unto 
the divine, is met with an overpowering 
demand of absolute loyalty. Divine love 
is monogamous, often unto death, and 
divine jealousy is reflected in human zeal. 
 Idolatry however is not only 
embedded in the structures of passion; 
it has received a decidedly epistemic 
structure. The deeper the onto-
theological hold upon religious reflection 
and imagination the more crucial the 
propositional character of faith becomes. 
Theology as a discipline is thus ensconced 
as the explication of the truth claim of 
revelation. Love, truth and the absolute 
combine to an exclusivity not only in relation to the 
divine but in the exclusion of other revelatory claims as 
false and rival conceptions of the divine as idolatrous. 
Marriage with the divine admits only of one bride.
 The presentation seeks to explore a Maimonidean 
version of this theological complex. Maimonides is often 
portrayed as a prime example of the medieval Jewish 
theological turn. I maintain however that Maimonides 
not only thought through the implications of onto-
theology he was also keenly aware of its limitations. The 
discussion will focus on the depth theology informing his 
monumental codification of Torah law, Mishneh Torah. We 
will thus have a chance to consider not only the workings 
of the monotheistic complex at one of the highpoints 
of the medieval theological turn in Judaism but also the 
potential for going beyond it.

1  I wish to thank Prof. David Nirebnerg of the University of 
Chicago Divinity School and to the participants in the Conflict and 
Coexistence Initiative to whom I first presented the arguments 
of this paper. It is a testament to this effort that I could present 
the current version at the Centro Pro Unione and the John Paul II 
Center for Interreligious Dialogue at Rome. My deepest thanks 
to Father James (Jim) Puglisi for extending the invitation and for 
his ongoing friendship and hospitality.

 Though Maimonides definitely placed truth 
as the criteria of thinking, his bi-lingual predicament 
deeply affected his thought. If it is true to say that all 
theology is necessarily comparative, then Maimonides’ 
work is a prime example of this. The epistemological and 
theological web he casts upon the tradition of Torah is 
Arabic in language and Islamic in culture and in tenor. 
Following this complexity in the course of his articulation 
exposes the strong under-currents of what at first glance 
seem his official halakhic and theological positions. It 
offers a richer approach to the depth paradoxes of his 
thought and his attempts both to engage and to manage 
them. 

II. The monotheistic religious posture 

 For Maimonides, the monotheistic religious 
posture congeals conceptually in his notion of dat ha-
emet, a term he uses I would argue as a theological core 
concept for Mishneh Torah. The term appears several 
times in the work. There is also an additional similar 
one, derekh ha-emet. The latter is axial in Maimonides 
description of Abraham’s enlightenment in the Laws 
of Idolatry 1:3 and we will begin by considering it. The 
chapter is devoted to the human fall to idolatry and the 
Abrahamic turning point. Maimonides follows Abraham’s 
reasoning that leads him to attain a knowledge of God:

 ` Prof. Menachem Lorberbaum
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He had no teacher, no one to instruct him in 
aught. He was submerged in Ur of the Chaldees 
among ignoramus [tipshim] idolators […] but his 
heart was busily working and reflecting until he 
had conceived the path of truth [derekh ha-emet], 
and by his attuned comprehension the correct 
line [of thought, kav ha-tsedeq, but perhaps the 
rule of justice],2 and knew that there is one God 
[eloha ehad …] and in all being there in no other 
god [eloha] but him.3 

 Abraham engaged in debates declaring to his 
compatriots that “this is not the path of truth that you 
tread” and when he finally leaft his homeland he engaged 
in teaching “each individual according to his intellect 
[da’ato],4 until he caused them to return to the path of 
truth.” It should be emphasized that derekh ha-emet, that 
I would render tariq ilhaq in Arabic, is decidedly ethical: it 
denotes a path the devotee embarks on her way to God. 
It captures the Maimonidean rendering of the Abrahamic 
movement.
 Abraham is here depicted as a great teacher 
imparting a truth that ultimately unfolds as an ethic, 
derekh ha-shem, the way of the Lord. This echoes Genesis 
18:19: “For I know him, that he will command his children 
and his household after him, and they shall keep the way 
of the Lord, to do justice and judgment.” In Abraham’s 
hands, the revelation of truth is not cast in the form of 
principle or dogma but rather rendered as a moral claim.5 
Abraham left his home to embark on a journey. His call is 
for all human beings to join with him on this journey to 
God, that is the derekh. Maimonides’ f o r m u l a t i o n 
echoes a distinction that returns to the foundational 
strata of the Pentateuch: the fact of God’s existence and 
unity eloha ehad, is transformed to a claim in the name of 
ha-shem.
 The human fall to idolatry as Maimonides 
understands it is a forgetting: 

2  On the latter rendition, the import of what seems to be a 
Maimonidean neologism, would be not epistemic but moral, i.e. 
synonymous with the Rabbinic shurat ha-din.

3  Isadore Twersky, A Maimonides Reader, (Springfield, NJ: 
Behrman House 1972), 73 (amended).

4  Maimonides translates the Arabic ‘aql as da’at and not sekhel 
as do the Tibbonites. This translation leads to many confusions 
as he uses the word to translate d’ahn, mind too and translates 
akhlāq, disposition, as de’ah.

5  Abraham’s parents and contemporaries are earlier described 
as tipshim. This may be a rendering of the Arabic jahilin; however, it 
seems to me that an examination of the occurrences of the word 
in MT (Mishneh Torah) would justify translating it as ‘irrational’, 
i.e. those incapable of distinguishing between the possible, the 
necessary and the impossible. Se e.g. Laws of Mourning 13:11.

So gradually the [cultic mode of worship] spread 
throughout the world of worshiping figures 
with various modes of worship, such as offering 
sacrifices to them, and bowing down to them. As 
time gradually passed, the honored and revered 
Name [ha-shem], was forgotten by mankind, 
vanished from their lips and intellects, and was no 
longer known to them.6 

 It is fascinating to note that the main force in 
forgetting God is that of institutionalized religion itself. 
Representations, temples, priests and rituals have simply 
buried all knowledge of God from humanity. Abraham’s 
mission is that of overcoming forgetfulness and a 
returning of the true God to human consciousness and 
action. Abraham not only rediscovers God, he charts a 
path not an institution, not a religion.
 

Abraham’s original journey proclaimed a call that 
led thousands and tens of thousands to join him 
[…] And this increased with ever increasing vigor 
among Jacob’s children and their adherents and 
so their came into the world an ummah that knows 
the Lord [ha-shem]. 7

 Ultimately however, the emigration to Egypt led 
to the breakdown of the Abrahamic project. It seems that 
the towering idolatrous culture of Egypt overpowered 
his movement. This experience leads to a new epochal 
moment in the heilsgeschichte of humanity’s overcoming 
the forgetfulness of God. This is the Mosaic harnessing 
of the religious structure for the sake of God: Abraham’s 
ummah is restructured by election, commandments and 
directives of worship. Central to it “is the law concerning 
idolatry and all that error in following it.”
 From within the Mosaic religion the history of 
the Israelite faith is conceptualized thus in the context of 
retelling of the Passover haggadah:

One should begin the story with discreditable 
facts and conclude with laudable ones. Thus one 
should begin by telling how are fathers were 
originally heretics [kofrim] – in the time of Terah 
and earlier – mistakenly following vanity and 
pursuing idolatry, and conclude with the true 
religion [dat ha-emet]: that God [ha-makom, the 
Place] drew us nigh to it and separated us from all 
those mistaken [peoples] drawing us nigh to unify 
Him. 8

6  A Maimonides Reader, 72.

7  Note that allah in Arabic can also be understood equivocally as 
a noun and a proper name.

8  The Code of Maimonides, Book Three: The Book of Seasons, 
translated by Solomon Gandz and Hyman Klein, (New Haven/
London: Yale University Press 1961), Laws concerning Leavened 
and Unleavened Bread 7:4, p. 351 (amended).

Prof. Menachem Lorberbaum –   Chair, Graduate School of Philosophy - Tel Aviv University
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 So too in the festival of Sukkot in the public 
reading of the Torah of the Sabbatical year:

It is a positive commandment to assemble all of 
Israel – men, women and children – at the years 
end of the Sabbatical year, at the time of the 
pilgrimage and read to them thus imparting 
portions of the Torah that induce them to 
[fulfilling] the commandments and strengthens 
their commitment to the true religion [dat ha-
emet]. (Laws concerning the Festival Offering 3:1)9

 The Mosaic self-conception is that of dat ha-
emet. It is used to delineate the formative 
narrative (quietly overstepping the 
Abrahamic moment) and for describing 
the very meaning of the Torah, and the 
commitment to it. 
 The Maimonidean idiom, dat ha-
emet is a Hebrew rendering of the Arabic 
al-din al-haqq.10 Maimonides uses the 
Arabic idiom already in his earlier Sefer 
ha-Mizvot (Book of Commandments). To 
the best of my knowledge it is not used 
by either Sa’adia or Halevi even as the 
dialogue of The Kuzari center-stages the 
question, which is the true religion? In 
Maimonides’ works the concept of dat ha-
emet is used to articulate the essence of 
the Torah, the shari’a. Both dat as used in 
Hebrew, and certainly din treated as a n 
Arabic cognate, underscore the element 
of law and rule fundamental to the idiom.11 
‘Religion’ captures the terms well so long 
as we understand it in the etymological 
spirit of the Latin ‘religio’ to denote a 
conscientious observance of the traditional cult and 
modes of worship. Not in the modern, very Protestant 
(ultimately Paulinian) sense, in which it is to be contrasted 
to law. 
 Emet in biblical Hebrew means ‘firmness, 
faithfulness, truth.’12 It is primarily an ethical adjective 
modifying action and motivation. Even thus, the Torah 
never describes itself as emet, rather as just and good. 
Thus, classically in Deuteronomy 4:6 (KJV): 

9  My translation.

10  Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon (Maimonides), Sefer Hamitzvot, 
Arabic Originial with Hebrew translation by Joseph Kafih 
(Jerusalem: Mossad Harav Kook 1971), Positive Commandment 9, 
p. 63.

11  From the very first paragraph of the Introduction to The 
Guide of the Perplexed shows that logically speaking din is 
understood to be a more fundamental term than fiq, halakhah.

12  BDB, sv תמא, p. 54. 

6 Keep therefore and do them; for this is your 
wisdom and your understanding in the sight of 
the nations, which shall hear all these statutes, 
and say, Surely this great nation is a wise and 
understanding people. […]

8 And what nation is there so great, that hath 
statutes and judgments so righteous [tzadikim] as 
all this law, which I set before you this day?

 In post-biblical Hebrew truth meaning gradually 
assumes primacy as the sense of emet and the application 
to the Torah is rabbinic. In Maimonides’ Hebrew use it 

sometimes means reality, in the sense of the German 
wirklich, or in modern Hebrew mamashut.13 But the sense 
of truth assumes prime place.14 The shift in meaning of 
the word, most especially the primacy of its epistemic 
tenor, reflects the internalization of the onto-theological 
picture in Jewish theological self-understanding and it 
echoes throughout the Hebrew language since.
 Take note too that dat ha-emet is a strikingly 
equivocal idiom. It may be interpreted as ‘the true 
religion.’ On this interpretation, ‘true’ modifies ‘religion’ 
as religions can be true or false. A second interpretation is 
‘the religion of truth’, that is the religion that is committed 
to the promotion of truth and to its propagation. This 
second interpretation can be understood to hold that 
religions are neither true nor false only the beliefs they 
adhere to or promote. It is tempting to suggest that the 

13  See MT Laws of the Foundations of the Torah 1:4.

14  See e.g. MT Laws concerning Dispositions 2, 6; 5:13; Laws 
concerning Sale 7:8. These are wonderful illustrations of how 
faithfulness, emunah, is defined by truth, emet. Laws concerning 
the Sanhedrin 2:7, 12; chapter 24.

 ` Prof. Joseph Sievers enters in dialogue with the lecturer
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first interpretation is that of the devotee of the Mosaic 
religion, the second that of a believer with an Abrahamic 
consciousness, and that may include Moses himself as 
legislator and all future interpreters of halakhah that 
assume the position of the legislator.15

 The political implications of this conceptualization 
of the Torah becomes clearer in Laws concerning Kings 
and their Wars the culminating unit of Mishneh Torah. 
These laws are divided into three parts: the king and his 
office, war and the messianic era. The unit regarding the 
king and his office (4:10) ends thus:

But whatever he does should be done by him 
for the sake of heaven. His sole aim and thought 
should be to uplift the true religion [dat ha-emet], 
to fill the world with justice [tzedek], to break the 
arm of the wicked, and to fight the battles of the 
Lord [ha-shem].16 

 Structurally speaking, the Maimonidean king 
precedes the law being understood as the efficient cause 
of the polity. As such he is bidden to act with the telos of 
the polity constantly in mind: truth and justice. This is the 
political parallel of the Abrahamic project of truth and 
justice. Moreover, it seems that at least the flourishing 
of the dat, religion, or perhaps (divine) law, will depend 
upon the polity, if not its very existence. This underscores 
the degree to which according to Mishneh Torah, the 
institutionalization essential to religion is enmeshed in 
the polity. Abraham propagates the way of the Lord and 
the king wages His battles.
 It is this understanding that also informs the 
second section of the Laws of Kings, their wars. This 
section has an unmistakable jihadi character to it. Here 
the inner telos of the king vis-à-vis the polity becomes 
the outer motivational force of his externally directed 
politics, the medium of which is war. It also determines 
the tenor of his messianic vision.
 The coda of Mishneh Torah is devoted to a 
triumphalist depiction of the messiah-king. It is here 
that all the major threads of the work come together: 
law, polity and knowledge combine in a monarch that 
redeems Israel, possibly the world at large, and in many 
senses, the Torah too. The first major attribute of the 
messiah-king is that his polity is the one in which the 
Torah actually guides people’s lives as law, and they live 
by it. On top of that he is politically victorious with regard 
to the fate of the people of Israel in that they know longer 
experience exile. Finally, the reach of his wisdom is such 
that it effects the entire world in its turn to God. In this 
latter sense, the messiah-king effects an overcoming of 

15  CF Laws concerning Sanhedrin 1:3, 5:1, Laws concerning 
Rebels 1:1.

16  A Maimonides Reader, 218. On the ongoing relevance of 
derekh ha-emet see Laws concerning Repentance 6:4; 7:6.

the initial forgetting of God that is the very essence of 
the human fall to idolatry. The reverse of idolatry is not 
only a matter of knowledge it is a triumphal attestation. 
 Maimonides codification thus reveals the 
grander ambitions of the Mosaic project over and against 
that of Abraham’s. A world-eradicating of idolatry 
necessitates a political program not simply a movement 
of devotees. Paradoxically, it affords a glimpse to the 
deeper connections between institutionalized religion, 
the original idolatrous force in human history, and its 
sublimation in the form of a political (not merely legal) 
program for human redemption. (Or, as its critics would 
argue, the deep idolatrous impulse embedded in the 
political.)
 According to Maimonides, messianism is not 
merely a derivative of destruction and collapse it is rather 
an integral aspirational component of the Mosaic project. 
His rendering of the grander messianic vision underscores 
the historical placing of this political project. The temporal 
dimension of the political is history. Maimonides here 
seems to be heavily invested in this perspective of being 
seeing that the human quest for knowledge of the divine 
begins in the fall to idolatry and makes its way to the 
messianic moment. One is tempted to argue that it is not 
merely the historie of human politics, it is the geschichte 
of the human attainment of knowledge. But Maimonides 
never provides such a metaphysical underpinning for 
temporality. He seems to emphatically prefer to remain 
within the contours of historie. Even thus however, history 
is anything but transparent to us:

If there arise a king from the House of David who 
meditates on the Torah, occupies himself with 
the commandments, as did his ancestor David, as 
prescribed in the written and Oral Law, coerces 
Israel to follow it and to repair its breaches, and 
fights the battles of the Lord, he is presumed 
Messiah […] But if he has not met with success, or is 
slain, it is manifest that he is not the one promised 
in the Torah [….]. Even Jesus of Nazareth, who 
imagined himself to be Messiah, but was put to 
death in court, Daniel had prophesized as written, 
“And the children of the violent among your 
people shall lift themselves up to establish the 
vision; but they shall stumble” (Daniel 11:14). For 
has there ever been a greater stumbling than this? 
All the prophets affirmed that the Messiah would 
redeem Israel, save them, gather their dispersed, 
and reinforce the commandments. But he caused 
Israel to be destroyed […] He was instrumental in 
changing the Torah and causing the world to err 
and serve another beside the Lord. 

But humans lack the power to apprehend the 
designs of the Creator; for our ways are not His 
ways, neither are our thoughts His thoughts. And 
all these matters relating to Jesus of Nazareth and 
the Ihsmaelite [Mohammed] who came after him, 
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serve only to pave the path for the messiah king 
and to prepare the entire world to worship the 
Lord together […]. Thus, the Messianic teaching 
and those of the Torah and the commandments 
have become familiar topics - topics of debate 
(among the inhabitants) of the far isles […].17

 History baffles us. Nothing seems to be working 
according to what we would consider, the plan. We live 
as if the story is about us and we are center stage, we 
believe in our role with a full heart, but Christianity and 
Islam have established themselves in the grand narrative. 
Maimonides has no geschichte to offer, neither does he 
propose a dialectic to digest this. We lay claim according 
to Maimonides to a religion of truth, yet history unfolds 
the truth of divinity in its own way. The politics of 
religious truth remains without a historical compass as 
the seeming idolatrous religions prepare the path for 

universal knowledge of God. Though the claim to truth is 
conceived of as exclusive, history belies the claim. To the 
degree that the divine city, or the religion of truth, or the 
law, depend upon a history for their validity they are in 
fact confounded. Maimonides thus reaches the limits of 
his project, the inscrutability of divine will as manifested 
in history. God is always on His own side – and we cannot 
lay exclusive claim to it. 

17  Laws concerning Kings 11:4 (uncensored version),  
A Maimonides Reader, 226-227 (amended).

III. Humility as the fundamental virtue, inspiring 
sobriety 

 In contra-distinction to the Lockean project of 
toleration that assumes the facticity of the faith claim 
upon the believer, the medieval project aspires to truth. 
This forces the centrality of idolatry and of triumphalism 
in framing the conception of otherness. Conceptualizing 
the Torah as dat ha-emet, is a major contribution of 
Maimonides to Jewish religiosity and to the halakhic 
imagination. Indeed, dat ha-emet provides a conceptual 
core that powerfully captures the tenor of the onto-
theological moment. Yet, what is most surprising is to 
discover the deconstructive exposition of the concept 
attendant to its presentation in Mishneh Torah. We have 
followed not only the presentation of the concept but 
the three moments of its exposure. They emphasize that 
religion always carries the traces of idolatry, that law 

cannot obviate ethics and that politics is in 
need of a history. All this without turning 
to the form of fideistic voluntarism of 
Lockean toleration.
 The theological-political project of 
Mishneh Torah is surprisingly candid 
about the limits of its own undertaking. 
It underscores the sublimity of its 
redemptive aspiration to which it is fully 
committed while being quite clear about 
what it cannot do and what it cannot 
provide. 
 This exposé is enmeshed in the unique 
linguistic polity unfolding in the work 
and attests to the great care invested in 
its formulation. The platonic aspiration 
of a true politics is the public persona of 
a teaching that leads the scholar to know 
that he cannot know. The hakhamim, the 
ulama, are led through a reflection on the 
foundations of the law to understand both 
the power of law and its limits: what law 
cannot do and what it cannot provide. The 
true scholar of the Mosaic law thus retains 

a fundamental fidelity both to Abrahamic virtue and to 
Socratic unknowledge. Together they combine to form 
humility (‘anavah) as the fundamental virtue, inspiring 
sobriety (Laws of Dispositions 1:5; chapter 5). These 
perhaps the only check on the eschatological inebriation 
of triumphalism.

 ` From right:From right: Among attendants, a friend of the Centro, Rabbi Jack Bemporad — here with Associate Director  
Teresa Francesca Rossi and a guest

 �  
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A-B: Anglican-Baptist International Forum
A-B / eng: Informal Conversations between the Baptist Union of 

Great Britain and the Church of England
A-D / aus: Anglican Church of Australia-Churches of Christ 

Conversations
A-L: Anglican-Lutheran International Commission
A-L / africa: All Africa Anglican-Lutheran Commission
A-L / aus: Anglican-Lutheran Conversations in Australia
A-L / can: Canadian Lutheran Anglican Dialogue
A-L / eng-g: Representatives of the Evangelical Church in 

Germany (EKD) and of the Church of England
A-L / eng-nordic regions: Representatives of the Nordic 

countries and of the Church of England
A-L / eur: Anglican-Lutheran European Regional Commission
A-L / usa: Episcopal-Lutheran Dialogue in the USA
A-L-R / eng-f: Official Dialogue between the Church of England 

and the Lutheran-Reformed Permanent Council in France
A-M: Anglican-Methodist International Commission
A-M / eng: Anglican-Methodist Conversation in Great Britain
A-M / ire: Church of Ireland / Methodist Church of Ireland 

Covenant Council
A-M / usa: United Methodist-Episcopal Bilateral Dialogue
A-M-R / eng: Informal Conversations between the Church of 

England, the Methodist Church and the United Reformed Church
A-Mo: Anglican-Moravian Conversations
A-Mo / usa: Moravian-Episcopal Dialogue in the USA 
A-O: Anglican-Orthodox Joint Doctrinal Commission
A-O / usa: Anglican-Orthodox Theological Consultation in the USA
A-OC: Anglican-Old Catholic Theological Conversations
A-OC / na: Anglican-Old Catholic North American Working Group
A-OO: Anglican-Oriental Orthodox Dialogue
A-OO / copt: Anglican-Coptic Relations
A-Pe / eng: Anglican-Pentecostal Consultation
A-R: Anglican-Reformed International Commission
A-R / eng-scot: Church of England-Church of Scotland Joint Study Group
A-R / usa: Presbyterian-Episcopal Bilateral Dialogue
A-RC: Anglican-Roman Catholic International Commission (ARCIC)
A-RC: International Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission for Unity and Mission (IARCCUM)
A-RC / aus: Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission of Australia 
A-RC / b: Belgian Anglican-Roman Catholic Committee
A-RC / br: Brazilian Anglican-Roman Catholic National Commission
A-RC / can: Canadian Anglican-Roman Catholic Dialogue Commission
A-RC / eng: English Anglican-Roman Catholic Committee
A-RC / eur: Anglican-Roman Catholic Working Group in Western Europe
A-RC / f: Anglican-Catholic Joint Working Group in France
A-RC / nz: Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission in Aotearoa New Zealand (ARCCANZ)
A-RC / usa: Anglican-Roman Catholic Dialogue in the USA
A-U / aus: Conversations between the Anglican Church of Australia and the Uniting Church in Australia
AC-CC: Joint Commission for Unity between the Assyrian Church of the East and the Chaldean Catholic Church
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                                 Abbreviations  for Confessional Families    
                                 Churches and CouncilsLIST OF DIALOGUES

A
AC

AIC
B

CC
CEC

CCEE
CP

CPCE

D
DOMBES

E
FC
FO

L
M

MECC
Mn
Mo

NCC
O

OC
OO
Pe

R
RC
SA

SDA
U

W
WCC

Anglican
Assyrian Church of the East
African Instituted Churches
Baptist
Chaldean Catholic Church
Conference of European Churches
Council of European Episcopal Conferences
Constantinople Patriarchate
Community of Protestant Churches in Europe 
(formerly Leuenberg Church Fellowship)
Disciples of Christ
Groupe des Dombes
Evangelicals
Free Churches
Faith and Order
Lutheran (includes German ‘Evangelische’)
Methodist
Middle East Council of Churches
Mennonite
Moravian
New Charismatic Churches
Eastern Orthodox (Byzantine)
Old Catholic (includes Polish National)
Oriental Orthodox (Non-Chalcedonian)
Pentecostal
Reformed
Roman Catholic
Salvation Army
Seventh-day Adventist
United Churches
Waldensian
World Council of Churches
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AC-O / rus: Bilateral Dialogue between the Russian Orthodox Church and the Assyrian Church of the East 
AC-OO / copt: Theological Dialogue between the Assyrian Church of the East and the Coptic Orthodox Church
AC-OO / syr: Bilateral Commission between the Assyrian Church of the East and the Syrian Orthodox Church
AC-RC: Mixed Committee for Theological Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Assyrian Church of the East
AIC-R: Dialogue between the African Instituted Churches and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches
B-CPCE / eur: Dialogue between the Community of Protestant Churches in Europe and the European Baptist Federation
B-L: Baptist-Lutheran Dialogue
B-L / g: Baptist-Lutheran Dialogue in Germany
B-L / n: Baptist-Lutheran Dialogue in Norway
B-L / sf: Baptist-Lutheran Conversation in Finland
B-L / usa: Baptist-Lutheran Dialogue in the USA
B-M: Baptist-Methodist International Dialogue
B-M-W / italy: Baptist-Methodist-Waldensian Relations in Italy
B-Mn: Baptist-Mennonite Theological Conversations
B-O: Baptist-Orthodox Preparatory Dialogue
B-O / georgia: Dialogue between the Orthodox Church of Georgia and the Evangelical Christians-Baptists of Georgia
B-R: Baptist-Reformed Dialogue
B-RC: Baptist-Roman Catholic International Conversations
B-RC / f: Baptist-Catholic Joint Committee in France
B-RC / usa (ab): American Baptist-Roman Catholic Dialogue
B-RC / usa (sb): Southern Baptist-Roman Catholic Dialogue
CEC-CCEE: Joint Committee of Conference of European Churches and Council of European Episcopal Conferences
CPCE-RC: Community of Protestant Churches in Europe - Roman Catholic Church Consultation
D-L / usa: Disciples of Christ-Lutheran Dialogue in the USA
D-O / rus: Disciples of Christ-Russian Orthodox Dialogue
D-R: Disciples of Christ-Reformed Dialogue
D-RC: Disciples of Christ-Roman Catholic International Commission for Dialogue
D-U / aus: Conversations between the Churches of Christ in Australia and the Uniting Church in Australia
D-U / usa: Disciples of Christ-United Church of Christ Dialogue in the USA
DOMBES: Dialogues des Dombes
E-RC: Evangelical-Roman Catholic Dialogue on Mission
E-RC / can: Canadian Evangelical-Roman Catholic Dialogue
E-RC / f: Evangelical-Roman Catholic Conversations in France
E-SDA: Theological Dialogue between the World Evangelical Alliance and the Seventh-day Adventist Church
FC-O / g: Free Churches-Orthodox Dialogue in Germany
FO: Faith and Order conferences, consultations, studies
L-M: International Lutheran-Methodist Joint Commission
L-M / n: Conversation between the Church of Norway and the United Methodist Church in Norway
L-M / s: Dialogue between the United Methodist Church in Sweden and Church of Sweden
L-M / sf: Lutheran-Methodist Dialogue in Finland
L-M / usa: US Lutheran-United Methodist Dialogue
L-Mn: Lutheran-Mennonite International Study Commission
L-Mn / f: Lutheran-Mennonite Dialogue in France
L-Mn / g: Theological Dialogue between the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD) and the Association of Mennonite 

Assemblies in Germany (AMG)
L-Mn / usa: Lutheran-Mennonite Dialogue in the USA
L-Mn-RC: Lutheran-Mennonite-Catholic Dialogue Commission
L-Mo / usa: Lutheran-Moravian Dialogue in the USA
L-O: Lutheran-Orthodox Joint Commission
L-O / g: Theological Dialogue between the Orthodox Church in Germany and the Evangelical Church in Germany
L-O / g-cp: Theological Dialogue between the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) and the Ecumenical Patriarchate
L-O / g-rom: Theological Dialogue between the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) and the Romanian Orthodox Church
L-O / g-rus: Theological Dialogue between the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) and the Russian Orthodox Church
L-O / sf: Theological Discussions between the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland and the Finnish Orthodox Church
L-O / sf-rus: Theological Discussions between the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland and the Russian Orthodox Church
L-O / usa: Lutheran-Orthodox Dialogue in the USA
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L-O-R / f: Dialogue between Representatives of the Inter-Orthodox Bishops’ Committee in France and the Protestant Federation of 
France

L-O-R / na: Lutheran-Orthodox-Reformed Theological Conversations in North America
L-OC / g: Dialogue between the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD) and the Old Catholic Church in Germany
L-OC / s: Commission for Dialogue between the Church of Sweden and the Old Catholic Churches of the Union of Utrecht
L-OO / copt: Theological Dialogue between the Coptic Evangelical Church and the Coptic Orthodox Church
L-OO / copt-s: Coptic Orthodox-Lutheran Dialogue in Sweden
L-OO / g: Consultations between the Oriental Orthodox Churches and the Evangelical Church in Germany
L-OO / india: Dialogue between the Orthodox Syrian Church of the East and the Lutheran Churches in India
L-Pe: Lutheran-Pentecostal Conversations
L-Pe / sf: Lutheran-Pentecostal Dialogue in Finland
L-Pe-R / f: Pentecostal-Protestant Dialogue in France
L-R: Lutheran-Reformed Joint Commission
L-R / arg: Dialogue between the Evangelical Church of the Rio de la Plata and the Evangelical Congregational Church of Argentina
L-R / aus: Dialogue between the Lutheran Church of Australia and the Reformed Churches of Australia
L-R / can: Canadian Lutheran-Reformed Conversations
L-R / f: Fédération Protestante de France 
L-R / usa: Lutheran-Reformed Committee for Theological Conversations in the USA
L-R-RC: Lutheran-Reformed-Roman Catholic Dialogue
L-R-RC / f: Catholic-Protestant Joint Working Group in France
L-R-SDA / f: Protestant-Seventh-day Adventist Dialogue in France
L-R-U / eur: Leuenberg Church Fellowship
L-RC: Lutheran-Roman Catholic Commission on Unity
L-RC / arg: Lutheran-Roman Catholic Dialogue Commission in Argentina
L-RC / aus: Lutheran-Roman Catholic Dialogue in Australia
L-RC / br: National Roman Catholic-Lutheran Commission in Brazil
L-RC / can: Lutheran-Roman Catholic Dialogue in Canada
L-RC / g: Joint Commission of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) and the German Episcopal Conference (DB)
L-RC / india: Lutheran-Roman Catholic Dialogue in India
L-RC / jap: Lutheran-Roman Catholic Joint Commission in Japan
L-RC / n: Lutheran-Roman Catholic Discussion Group in Norway
L-RC / s: Official Working Group of Dialogue between the Church of Sweden and the Catholic Diocese of Stockholm
L-RC / sf: Lutheran-Roman Catholic Relations in Finland
L-RC / usa: Lutheran-Roman Catholic Dialogue in the USA
L-SDA: Lutheran-Seventh-day Adventist Consultations
L-U / aus: Theological Dialogue between the Lutheran Church of Australia and the Uniting Church in Australia
M-O: Methodist-Orthodox Commission
M-Pe-W / italy: Methodist-Pentecostal-Waldensian Dialogue in Italy
M-R: Methodist-Reformed Dialogue
M-RC: Joint Commission between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Methodist Council
M-RC / eng: English Roman Catholic-Methodist Committee
M-RC / usa: Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the United Methodist Church in the USA
M-SA: International Dialogue between the Salvation Army and the World Methodist Council
Mn-R: Mennonite World Conference and World Alliance of Reformed Churches
Mn-R / nl: Mennonite-Reformed Dialogue in the Netherlands
Mn-RC: Mennonite-Catholic International Dialogue
Mn-RC / latin america: Mennonite-Catholic Dialogue in Latin America
Mn-SDA: Mennonite-Seventh-day Adventist Theological Conversations
NCC-RC: New Charismatic Churches-Roman Catholic Preliminary Conversations
O-OC: Joint (Mixed) Orthodox-Old Catholic Theological Commission
O-OO: Joint Commission of the Theological Dialogue between the Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches
O-OO / rus: Theological Dialogue between the Russian Orthodox Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches
O-OO / rus-armenia: Theological Dialogue between the Russian Orthodox Church and the Armenian Apostolic Church
O-OO / rus-copt: Commission for Dialogue between the Russian Orthodox Church and the Coptic Church
O-R: Orthodox-Reformed International Dialogue
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O-R / ch: Protestant-Orthodox Dialogue Commission in Switzerland
O-R / na: Orthodox-Reformed Conversations in North America
O-R / rus: Dialogue between the World Alliance of Reformed Churches and the Russian Orthodox Church
O-RC: Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church
O-RC / can: Canadian Orthodox and Catholic Bishops’ Dialogue
O-RC / ch: Orthodox-Roman Catholic Dialogue in Switzerland
O-RC / eng: Catholic-Orthodox Pastoral Consultation in England
O-RC / f: Joint Catholic-Orthodox Committee in France
O-RC / g: Greek Orthodox-Roman Catholic Joint Commission in Germany
O-RC / pol: Russian Orthodox Church-Catholic Church in Poland Working Group
O-RC / rom: Joint Commission for Dialogue between the Romanian Orthodox Church and the Romanian Church United with Rome 

(Greek-Catholic)
O-RC / rus: Theological Conversations between Representatives of the Russian Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church
O-RC /rus-g: Theological Dialogue between the Russian Orthodox Church and the German Episcopal Conference
O-RC / usa: North American Catholic-Orthodox Theological Consultation
O-U / aus: Theological Dialogue between the Greek Orthodox Archidiocese of Australia and the Uniting Church in Australia
OC-R / india: Old Catholic Church-Malankara Mar Thomas Syrian Church Theological Consultation
OC-R-RC / ch: Old Catholic-Reformed-Roman Catholic Dialogue in Switzerland
OC-RC: Old Catholic-Roman Catholic Conversations
OC-RC / ch: Dialogue Commission of the Old Catholic and the Roman Catholic Churches in Switzerland
OC-RC / g: Dialogue between the Old Catholic Church and the Roman Catholic Church in Germany
OC-RC / na: Polish National Catholic-Roman Catholic Dialogue
OC-RC / nl: Old Catholic-Roman Catholic Study Commission in the Netherlands
OC-RC / pol: Joint Commission of the Polish Catholic Church and the Roman Catholic Church in Poland
OO-R: Oriental Orthodox-Reformed Theological Dialogue
OO-RC: International Joint Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches
OO-RC / armenia: Armenian Apostolic Church-Catholic Church Joint Commission
OO-RC / copt: International Joint Commission between the Catholic Church and the Coptic Orthodox Church
OO-RC / eritrea: Eritrean Orthodox Church and Catholic Church Relations
OO-RC / ethiop: Ethiopian Orthodox Church and Catholic Church Relations
OO-RC / india: Joint International Commission for Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church
OO-RC / syr-india: Joint International Commission for Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Malankara Syrian Orthodox 

Church
OO-RC / usa: Official Oriental Orthodox-Roman Catholic Consultation
Pe-R: Pentecostal-Reformed Dialogue
Pe-RC: Pentecostal-Roman Catholic International Dialogue
Pe-WCC: Joint Consultative Group between the World Council of Churches and Pentecostals
R-RC: Reformed-Roman Catholic Joint Study Commission
R-RC / a: Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Austria
R-RC / b: Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Presbyterian Reformed Church in Belgium
R-RC / ch: Protestant/Roman Catholic Dialogue Commission in Switzerland
R-RC / nl: Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Reformed Church in the Netherlands
R-RC / scot: Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Church of Scotland
R-RC / usa: Roman Catholic-Presbyterian Reformed Consultation in the USA
R-SDA: International Theological Dialogue between the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the World Alliance of Reformed Churches
R-SDA / usa: Presbyterian Church (USA)-Seventh-day Adventist Church Dialogue
RC-SA: Salvation Army - Catholic Informal Conversation
RC-SDA: Conversations between the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the Roman Catholic Church
RC-U / aus: Working Group of the Roman Catholic Church and the Uniting Church in Australia
RC-U / can: Roman Catholic-United Church Dialogue Group in Canada
RC-W / italy: Roman Catholic-Waldensian Relations in Italy
RC-WCC: Joint Working Group between the Roman Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches
SA-SDA: Theological Dialogue between the Salvation Army and the Seventh-day Adventist Church
SDA-WCC: Seventh-day Adventist Church-World Council of Churches Conversations
WCC: World Council of Churches - assemblies, convocations, relations
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              PERIODICALS SURVEYED

 ` Acta Apostolicae Sedis, AFER-African Ecclesial Review, American Baptist Quarterly, Amicizia ebraico-cristiana, 
Angelicum, Anglican Theological Review, Annales theologici, Apulia Theologica 

 ` Bausteine für die Einheit der Christen, Bulletin of Ecumenical Theology

 ` Calvin Theological Journal, Catholica, Centro Pro Unione Bulletin, Chemins de dialogue, Chrétiens en 
Marche, Christian Orient, Una città per il dialogo, Concilium, Confronti, Contacts, Courier, Cristianesimo 
nella storia, Current Dialogue 

 ` Diálogo ecuménico, Eastern Churches Journal, Ecclesia Mater, Ecclesiology, The Ecumenical Review, 
Ecumenical Trends, The Ecumenist, Ecumenismo Quotidiano, Ekklesia, Exchange

 ` Forum Letter, Global Christian Forum Newsletter, The Greek Orthodox Theological Review, Herder 
Korrespondenz, Information Service & Service d’Information, International Journal for the Study of the 
Christian Church, International Review of Mission, Internationale kirchliche Zeitschrift, Irénikon, Istina

 ` Journal of Anglican Studies, Journal of Ecumenical Studies, Journal of Pentecostal Theology, Journal of the 
European Pentecostal Theological Association, Kerygma und Dogma 

 `  LibreSens, The Living Church, Lutheran Forum, Lutheran Quarterly 

 ` MD-Materialdienst des Konfessionskundlichen Instituts Bensheim, Nicolaus 

 ` O Odigos, Odos, Ökumenische Rundschau, Oikumene, One in Christ, Oriente cristiano, Origins, Orthodoxes 
Forum, L’Osservatore Romano, L’Osservatore Romano (weekly English), Ostkirchliche Studien 

 ` Pastoral Ecuménica, Pneuma, Positions luthériennes, Proche-Orient Chrétien, Pro Dialogo, Pro Ecclesia, 
Protestantesimo, Qîqajôn di Bose 

 ` Reformed World, Il Regno, Reseptio, Review of Ecumenical Studies, Rinnovamento nello Spirito Santo

 ` SEIA Newsletter on the Eastern Churches and Ecumenism, Sobornost, St Vladimir’s Theological Quarterly, 
Studi di Teologia, Studi Ecumenici, Studia i dokumenty ecumeniczne, Studia Oecumenica, Studia Liturgica, 
Studies in Interreligious Dialogue

 ` The Tablet, Theological Studies 

 ` Una Sancta, Unité des Chrétiens, Veritas in caritate: informazioni dall’ecumenismo in Italia

 ` The Window, Worship, Zeitzeichen
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KEY TO SUB-HEADING

INFORMATION: facts, communiqués, surveys, brief reports
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS: essays, responses, commentaries, 
theological papers
TEXTS AND PAPERS: documents, reports, statements, official 
responses

KEY TO READING THE BIBLIOGRAPHY ENTRY

For periodical entries:  
the first number refers to the volume and the second refers to 
the issue followed by the year and page numbers, thus:
Christian Orient 16, 4 (1995) 180-191 = pages 180-191 in volume 
16, issue no. 4 in 1995 of Christian Orient.

BIBLIOGRAPHY OF INTERCHURCH AND INTERCONFESSIONAL THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUES

GENERAL
INFORMATION
• “Facilitation Group Narrative Report.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. 2 https://bit.ly/2zpB2Wk (Retrieved: May 
10, 2020)
• “Forum Mondiale Cristiano: incontro del Facilitation Group.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity  
2 https://bit.ly/2YLcd1E (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Riunione Annuale del Comitato del Global Christian Forum, 10-14 febbraio 2019.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. 
2 https://bit.ly/2Z8Afno (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Bargar, Pavol. “Mission amidst Ideologies: Ideology and Hegemony in The Cape Town Commitment, Together towards Life, Evangelii 
Gaudium, and Mission of the Orthodox Church in Today’s World.” Exchange 48, 2 (2019) 85-104.
• Bickelhaupt, Jörg. “Wo steht die Ökumene in der Frage der Taufe in Deutschland?” Ökumenische Rundschau 68, 4 (2019) 426-440.
• Birmelé, André. “Une théologie renouvelée par l’œcuménisme: un point de vue protestant,” in Bousquet François, Henri-Jérôme 
Gagey, Geneviève Médevielle and Jean-Louis Souletie, eds. La responsabilité des théologiens: mélanges offerts à Joseph Doré. Paris: 
Desclée, 2002, 225-233.
• Bolen, Donald. “On the Road Together: An Ecumenical Turn to the Practical.” Ecumenical Trends 48, 3 (2019) 1-9.
• Burigana, Riccardo. L’ecumenismo di Papa Francesco: il cammino ecumenico del XXI secolo. Sequela oggi. Magnano (BI): Edizioni 
Qiqajon - Comunità Monastica di Bose, 2019.
• Callam, Neville. “Troubling the Waters: Baptists and the Quest for Consensus Around Baptism.” American Baptist Quarterly 37, 2 
(2018) 198-232.
• Carter, David. “Petrine Ministry: Towards a Common Vision?” Ecumenical Trends 48, 7 (2019) 8-14.
• Carter, David. “Towards a Broader Ecumenical Consensus.” Ecumenical Trends 48, 5 (2019) 9-15.
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D-RC: (2018-06) Fifth Round 6th meeting - Green Bay, WI
INFORMATION
• Disciples of Christ-Roman Catholic International Commission for Dialogue. “Press Release: Green Bay, Wisconsin, USA, 23-27 June 
2018.” Information Service 151 (2018) 106f.

E-RC: (1977-1984) Mission Report
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Kings, Graham. “Evangelical-Roman Catholic Dialogue on Mission, 1977-84: Insights and Significance,” in Mazzolini, Sandra, ed. Voci 
ecumeniche: in dialogo per l’evangelizzazione. Missiologia 25. Roma: Urbaniana University Press, 2018, 39-59.
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FO: (1979-08) Consultation on Episkopé - Geneva, Switzerland
TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Zizioulas, Ioannis. “Episkopé ed episkopos nella chiesa antica: una breve analisi della documentazione,” in Zizioulas, Ioannis. L’uno 
e i molti: saggi su Dio, l’uomo, la Chiesa e il mondo di oggi. Roma: Lipa, 2018, 243-258.

FO: (1982) Lima BEM Responses
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Jones, Adrienne M. “Canadian Anglican and Lutheran Responses to Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry.” Theoforum 48, 
1-2 (2018) 23-47.

FO: (1993-08) V World Conference - Santiago de Compostela, Spain
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Zizioulas, Ioannis. “La chiesa come comunione,” in Zizioulas, Ioannis. L’uno e i molti: saggi su Dio, l’uomo, la Chiesa e il mondo di 
oggi. Roma: Lipa, 2018, 52-64.

FO: (1995-08) Consultation with younger theologians - Turku, Finland
TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Zizioulas, Ioannis. “Fede e Costituzione: ieri, oggi e domani,” in Zizioulas, Ioannis. L’uno e i molti: saggi su Dio, l’uomo, la Chiesa e il 
mondo di oggi. Roma: Lipa, 2018, 416-425.

FO: (2012-06) Standing Commission meeting - Penang, Malaysia
INFORMATION
• “The Catholic Response to ‘The Church: Towards a Common Vision’.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity  
2 https://bit.ly/2WjIuv7 (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Risposta Cattolica a ‘La Chiesa: verso una visione comune’.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity  
2 https://bit.ly/3bfpMcc (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Réponse catholique au document ‘L’Église: vers une vision commune’.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity  
2 https://bit.ly/2SRPwVI (Retrieved: May 10, 2020) 
• Sala, Daniela. “La Chiesa: verso una visione comune - risposta cattolica.” Il Regno attualità 64, 20/1312 (2019) 617.

REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Caravaca Domínguez, Daniel. “El documento La iglesia: hacia una visión común desde la perspectiva anglicana.” Pastoral ecuménica 
37, 106 (2019) 69-85.
• Heikkilä, Ida. “Witnessing Together - Who, What and to Whom? The Concept of Witness in “Together Towards Life” and “The 
Church: Towards a Common Vision”.” Ecclesiology 15, 3 (2019) 261-282.
• Méndez Fernández, Benito. “2013: el ecumenismo en la encrucijada.” Pastoral ecuménica 37, 106 (2019) 9-32.
• Sonea, Cristian. “El documento La iglesia: hacia una visión común: la contribución de la iglesia ortodoxa a su redacción y su recepción 
en la ortodoxia.” Pastoral ecuménica 37, 106 (2019) 54-68.
• Zamora García, Pedro. “Una recepción evangélica de La iglesia: hacia una visión común (LIHUVC).” Pastoral ecuménica 37, 106 
(2019) 33-53.

TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. “The Church: Towards a Common Vision, Faith and Order Paper No. 214 (2013): a 
Catholic Response.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/3bkq15J (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

FO: (2013) Moral Discernment Study Document
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Oberdorfen, Bernd. “Lehre verbindet, Ethik trennt? Bemerkungen zum Studienprozess “Moral Discernment in the Churches” in der 
Kommission für Glauben und Kirchenverfassung des ÖRK.” Una Sancta 74, 3 (2019) 194-205.
• Raniero, Lorenzo. “La via del discernimento: una ripresa del dialogo ecumenico sull’etica.” Studi ecumenici 37, 1-2 (2019) 107-132.
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FO: (2017-06) Standing Commission meeting - Pretoria, South Africa
INFORMATION
• “‘Come and See’ Text Exemplifies a New Way of Working.” World Council of Churches 2 https://bit.ly/3cnEeAf (Retrieved: May 10, 
2020)

TEXTS AND PAPERS
• World Council of Churches. Commission on Faith and Order. “‘Kommt und seht’: Eine theologische Einladung zum Pilgerweg der 
Gerechtigkeit und des Friedens,” in Enns, Fernando and Susan Durber, eds. Gemeinsam unterwegs: auf der Ökumenischen Pilgerweg 
der Gerechtigkeit und des Friedens: Theologische Beiträge . Beihefte zur Ökumenischen Rundschau 123. Leipzig: Evangelische 
Verlagsanstalt, 2019, 198-216.
• World Council of Churches. Commission on Faith and Order. Come and See: A Theological Invitation to the Pilgrimage of Justice 
and Peace. Faith and Order Paper 224. Geneva: World Council of Churches, 2019.

FO: (2019-01) Study Group on Ecclesiology meeting - Bossey, Switzerland
INFORMATION
• Sala, Daniela. “Fede e costituzione: recezione di La Chiesa: verso una visione comune.” Il Regno attualità 64, 4/1296 (2019) 117.
• “‘Toward a Common Vision’ Focus of Study Group.” World Council of Churches 2 https://bit.ly/3bfrnic (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

FO: (2019-03) Consultation on Ecclesiology - Vitória, Brazil
INFORMATION
• Burigana, Riccardo. “Verso una visione comune: incontro del WCC con i pentecostali in Brasile.” L’Osservatore Romano 159, 
89 (2019) 6.
• “COE.” Irénikon 92, 2 (2019) 243f.
• “Consultation in Brazil Focuses on ‘Towards a Global Vision of the Church’.” World Council of Churches 2 https://bit.ly/3bhaKTr 
(Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• Hammes, Verena. “‘Towards a Global Vision of the Church - Dialogue with Latin American Pentecostalism’ vom 19. -21. März 2019 
in Vitória / ES (Brasilien).” Ökumenische Rundschau 68, 3 (2019) 341-345.

FO: (2019-06) Plenary Commission meeting - Nanjing, China
INFORMATION
• “Assemblée plénière de la Commission Foi et Constitution à Nanjing.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity  
2 https://bit.ly/2yzPpaA (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Plenary meeting of the Faith and Order Commission in Nanjing.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity  
2 https://bit.ly/3dwECfV (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Sessione Plenaria della Commissione Fede e Costituzione a Nanjing.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity  
2 https://bit.ly/3fDZgwm (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “WCC Faith and Order Commission completes meeting in China.” World Council of Churches 2 https://bit.ly/2YRhZ1C (Retrieved: 
May 10, 2020)
• “WCC Faith and Order Commission Illuminates the Pursuit of Church Unity.” World Council of Churches 2 https://bit.ly/3cjlHVG 
(Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Mateus, Odair Pedroso. “Foi et Constitution, aujourd’hui et demain: rapport du directeur à l’assemblée plénière de la commission 
Foi et Constitution, Nanjing (Chine), 12-19 juin 2019.” Istina 64, 3 (2019) 331-342.

L-Mn \ f: (1981-1984) Strasburg meetings
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Lienhard, Marc. “Églises luthéro-réformées et églises évangéliques: une rencontre féconde?” Positions luthériennes 67, 3 (2019) 
221-238.
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L-Mn \ g: Theological Dialogue between the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD) and the Association of 
Mennonite Assemblies in Germany (AMG)
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Hailer, Martin. “One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism: Baptists and Mennonites Challenge Lutheran Theology,” in Hailer, Martin. Gift 
Exchange: Issues in Ecumenical Theology. Beihefte zur Ökumenischen Rundschau 124. Leipzig: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 2019, 
101-133.

L-Mn-RC: Lutheran-Mennonite-Catholic Dialogue Commission
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Enns, Fernando. “Lernerfahrungen, Teil 2: Gnade und Glaube - in der Taufe vermittelt?” Ökumenische Rundschau 68, 4 (2019) 
455-469.
• Henn, William. “Die Taufe und die Eingliederung in die Kirche als den Leib Christi: Lutherisch - mennonitisch - römisch-katholische 
trilaterale Gespräche 2012-2017: Lernerfahrungen, Teil 1: Die Taufe in Bezug auf Sünde und Gnade.” Ökumenische Rundschau 68, 4 
(2019) 441-454.
• Nüssel, Friederike. “Lernerfahrungen, Teil 3: Taufe und Nachfolge Jesu.” Ökumenische Rundschau 68, 4 (2019) 470-481.

L-O: (1998-08) 9th Plenary Session - Sigtuna, Sweden
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Kazarian, Nicolas. “Regard orthodoxe sur la Déclaration commune luthéro-catholique sur la doctrine de la justification.” Unité des 
chrétiens 193 (2019) 22-25.

L-O \ g-cp: Theological dialogue between the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) and the Ecumenical Patriarchate
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Bosse-Huber, Petra. “Rückblick und Ausblick zum Dialog der EKD mit dem Ökumenischen Patriarchat.” Ökumenische Rundschau 
68, 2 (2019) 149-156.

L-O \ g-rom: Theological dialogue between the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) and the Romanian Orthodox Church
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Illert, Martin. “Der Beitrag des bilateralen Dialoges zwischen der evangelischen Kirche in Deutschland und der rumänischen 
orthodoxen Kirche zur Europadiskussion.” Orthodoxes Forum 33, 1-2 (2019) 91-96.
• Illert, Martin. “Der Beitrag des bilateralen Dialogs zwischen der Evangelischen Kirche in Deutschland und der Rumänischen 
Orthodoxen Kirche zur Europa-Diskussion von den 1970er Jahren bis in die Gegenwart.” Ökumenische Rundschau 68, 2 (2019) 169-
176.
• Ionita, Viorel. “Der Beitrag von Dumitru Staniloae zum ökumenischen Dialog auf internationaler Ebene.” Orthodoxes Forum 33, 
1-2 (2019) 109-119.

L-O \ g-rom: (2016-05) 14th meeting - Bucharest, Romania
INFORMATION
• “Kommuniqué der vierzehnten Begegnung im bilateralen theologischen Dialog zwischen der Evangelischen Kirche in 
Deutschland und der Rumänischen Orthodoxen Kirche (Goslar XIV).” Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland. 2 https://bit.ly/2LxYMdG  
(Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

L-O \ g-rom: (2019-08) 15th meeting - Caraiman Monastery, Romania
INFORMATION
• “40 Jahre Bilateraler Theologischer Dialog mit der Rumänischen Orthodoxen Kirche: 15. Dialog behandelte die missionarischen 
Herausforderungen in der säkularisierten Gesellschaft.” Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland 2 https://bit.ly/2WmyAce (Retrieved: 
May 10, 2020)
• “Kommuniqué der fünfzehnten Begegnung im Bilateralen Theologischen Dialog zwischen der Evangelischen Kirche in Deutschland 
und der Rumänisch Orthodoxen Kirche, Goslar XV.” Evangelische Kirche in Deutschland 2 https://bit.ly/2WJOrR2 (Retrieved: May 10, 
2020)
• “Zum 15. Mal seit dem ersten Treffen vor 40 Jahren [...].” Ökumenische Rundschau 68, 4 (2019) 547.
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L-O \ sf-rus: Theological conversations between the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland and the Russian Orthodox Church
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Häkkinen, Seppo. “Yleiskatsaus kirkollisin idänsuhteisiin: vuosikymmen idänsuhteiden hoitajana: kokemuksia ja ajatuksia Suomen 
evankelis-luterilaisen kirkon idänsuhteista.” Reseptio 2 (2019) 7-14.

L-O \ sf-rus: (2019-06) Working Group for Cooperation meeting - Saint Petersburg, Russia
INFORMATION
• “On June 10-11, 2019, the Working Group for Cooperation between the Russian Orthodox Church and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Finland held his regular meeting at St. Petersburg Theological Academy.” SEIA Newsletter on the Eastern Churches and 
Ecumenism 285 (2019) 5.

L-Pe: (2019-09) International Lutheran-Pentecostal Dialogue 4th meeting - Antananarivo, Madagascar
INFORMATION
• “Fourth Meeting of the International Lutheran-Pentecostal Dialogue, September 7-13, 2019, Antananarivo, Madagascar: 
Communiqué.” The Lutheran World Federation 2 https://bit.ly/3bkclI3 (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “The Role of Healing in the Life of the Church: Lutheran-Pentecostal Dialogue Commission in Madagascar for 2019 Meeting.” 
The Lutheran World Federation 2 https://bit.ly/2xQvPpX (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

L-R-RC \ f: (2010) Communion and Eucharist
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Crouzet, Didier. “Aspect institutionnel: le point de vue d’un protestant luthéro-réformé,” in Chiron, Jean-François and Anne-Noëlle 
Clément, eds. Les ministères aujourd’hui: nouveau contexte, nouveaux débats dans nos Églises et entre nos Églises. Profac-Théo 130. 
Lyon: Profac-Théo, 2019, 133-148.

L-RC: General
INFORMATION
• “Catholiques et autres chrétiens: luthériens.” Irénikon 91, 4 (2018) 540f.

REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Birmelé, André. “La méthode du dialogue luthéro-catholique peut-elle servir dans un rapprochement des Églises protestantes et 
évangéliques?” Positions luthériennes 67, 4 (2019) 333-346.
• Birmelé, André. “Los puntos metodológicos cruciales en el diálogo luterano-católico.” Diálogo ecuménico 52, 163-164 (2017) 
459-477.
• Blanco Sarto, Pablo. “Eucaristía y ministerio ordenado en la teología luterana: una perspectiva católica.” Diálogo ecuménico 52, 
163-164 (2017) 479-497.
• Funk, Virgil C. “Shared Communion...Revisited.” Worship 93, January (2019) 54-67.
• Goyarrola, Raimo. “Asiakirjan tausta ja tavoitteet osana kansainvälistä luterilais-katolista teologista dialogia: katolinen näkökulma.” 
Reseptio 1 (2019) 27f.
• Link, Hans-Georg. “Aufbruch zu einem Jahr der Versöhnung zwischen den Konfessionen,” in Link, Hans-Georg and Dorothea Sattler, 
eds. Zeit der Versöhnung: Wege in die Zukunft der Ökumene. Neukirchener Theologie. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2017, 
27-42.
• Sattler, Dorothea. “Ökumene im Jahr 2017: Zehn Thesen,” in Link, Hans-Georg and Dorothea Sattler, eds. Zeit der Versöhnung: 
Wege in die Zukunft der Ökumene. Neukirchener Theologie. Göttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2017, 21-26.
• Türk, Matthias. “Una storia di successo: le relazioni con la Federazione luterana mondiale e con la Comunità delle Chiese protestanti 
d’Europa.” L’Osservatore Romano 159, 17 (2019) 6.
• Türk, Matthias. “‘You Cannot be Christian Without Working Hard for Church Unity’: Msgr Matthias Türk Reflects on Two Decades of 
Lutheran-Catholic Dialogue.” The Lutheran World Federation 2 https://bit.ly/2yMM0VE (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
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L-RC: (1999-06) “Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification” final agreement
INFORMATION
• “20 Years of Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification.” The Window 119 (2019) 15f.
• “20th Anniversary of the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity  
2 https://bit.ly/3bioptq (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Churches mark JDDJ Anniversary on Reformation Day.” The Lutheran World Federation 2 https://bit.ly/3cpKKqc (Re- 
trieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Ecumenical Meeting in U.S. to Follow up on Joint Declaration on Doctrine of Justification.” The Lutheran World Federation  
2 https://bit.ly/3dxkDO7 (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “From Conflict to Communion: The Future of Christians Together in the World.” World Council of Churches 2 https://bit.ly/3dv7a9C 
(Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “The JDDJ and the Path Towards Unity.” The Lutheran World Federation 2 https://bit.ly/35Maaff (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “JDDJ: Building Bridges of Reconciliation and Theological Understanding: LWF General Secretary Reflects on JDDJ Twenty Years 
on.” The Lutheran World Federation 2 https://bit.ly/2WHbnjH (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Leaders of five Christian World Communions Attend Ecumenical Prayer Service.” World Council of Churches  
2 https://bit.ly/2WlfB1w (Retrieved: May 10, 2020).
• “Nel cammino di una maggiore comunione ecclesiale: negli Stati Uniti la consultazione tra le cinque famiglie cristiane mondiali.” 
L’Osservatore Romano 159, 89 (2019) 6.
• “Notre Dame Consultation: Communiqué.” The Lutheran World Federation 2 https://bit.ly/2AaFQPy (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• Sala, Daniela. “Cattolici e luterani: 20 anni dalla Dichiarazione di Augsburg.” Il Regno attualità 64, 18/1310 (2019) 557.
• “Statement from Notre Dame Consultation: Visible Unity and Common Witness.” The Lutheran World Federation  
2 https://bit.ly/3dpJKT8 (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Burigana, Riccardo. “Chiamati all’unità: a vent’anni dalla Dichiarazione congiunta sulla dottrina della giustificazione.” L’Osservatore 
Romano 159, 148 (2019) 6.
• Gelabert Ballestrer, Martín. “Juntos confesamos que Dios nos justifica: a los 500 años de las tesis de Wittenberg y a los 20 años de 
la declaración conjunta.” Diálogo ecuménico 52, 163-164 (2017) 417-440.
• Gibaut, John. “La Communion anglicane et la Déclaration commune sur la doctrine de la justification.” Unité des chrétiens 193 
(2019) 18-21.
• González Ferrer, Avelino. “Nel 2018 il bilancio ecumenico chiude in positivo: risultati e sfide di un anno di lavoro.” L’Osservatore 
Romano 159, 19 (2019) 6.
• Kazarian, Nicolas. “Regard orthodoxe sur la Déclaration commune luthéro-catholique sur la doctrine de la justification.” Unité des 
chrétiens 193 (2019) 22-25.
• Maffeis, Angelo. “Ecclesia Semper Reformanda: the Lessons of History and the Ecumenical Meaning,” in Spadaro, Antonio and 
Carlos Maria Galli, eds. For a Missionary Reform of the Church: the Civiltà Cattolica Seminar. New York/Mahwah: Paulist Press, 2017, 
139-156.
• Parmentier, Elisabeth and Theodor Dieter. “La Déclaration commune sur la doctrine de la justification: une révolution tranquille.” 
Unité des chrétiens 193 (2019) 13-17.
• Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, Lutheran World Federation, World Methodist Council, Anglican Communion and 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches. “Notre Dame Consultation Statement.” Origins 49, 2 (2019) 17-19.
• Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, Lutheran World Federation, World Methodist Council, Anglican Communion 
and World Alliance of Reformed Churches. “Notre Dame Consultation Statement.” The Lutheran World Federation  
2 https://bit.ly/2YRlsgU (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Prayer for the 20th Anniversary of the Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification.” Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/2zm1YGl (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

L-RC: (2013-06) From Conflict to Communion
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Dieter, Theodor. “Commemoración ecuménica de los 500 años de la Reforma.” Diálogo ecuménico 52, 163-164 (2017) 441-457.
• Junge, Martin. “Reorientándonos: Del conflicto a la comunión.” Diálogo ecuménico 52, 163-164 (2017) 537-554.
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TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Lutheran-Roman Catholic Commission on Unity. Liturgical Task Force. “Oración común: Del conflicto a la comunión: conmemoración 
conjuncta luterano-católica romana de la Reforma en el 2017.” Diálogo ecuménico 52, 163-164 (2017) 567-583.

L-RC: (2016-10) Celebration for the anniversary of the Reformation - Lund, Sweden
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Dieter, Theodor. “Commemoración ecuménica de los 500 años de la Reforma.” Diálogo ecuménico 52, 163-164 (2017) 441-457.
• Farrell, Brian. “Testimony: Catholic-Lutheran Relationship: Address of Bishop Brian Farrell at the Third Global Christian Forum, 
Bogotá, 24-27 April 2018.” Information Service 151 (2018) 213-215.

L-RC \ g: General
INFORMATION
• Sala, Daniela. “Germania - Gruppo di lavoro ecumenico.” Il Regno attualità 64, 18/1310 (2019) 557.

REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Orth, Stefan. “Ökumene: Theologen fordern Gastfreundschaft.” Herder Korrespondenz 73, 11 (2019) 11f.

L-RC \ g: (2017-02) Study Document on Anthropology and Ethics
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Hammes, Verena. “Ökumenischer Konsens und Dissens in ethischen Fragestellungen: die Studie “Gott und die Würde des 
Menschen”.” Una Sancta 74, 3 (2019) 183-193.

L-RC \ sf: (2017) Final Report
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Aejmelaeus, Anneli. “Reformatorinen identiteetti ja Kasvavaa yhteyttä -asiakirja?” Reseptio 1 (2019) 55-59.
• Annala, Pauli. “A Sufficient Differentiated Consensus for the Uplifting of the 16th Century Doctrinal Condemnations? A Catholic 
Approach.” Reseptio 1 (2019) 73-75.
• Haapiainen, Timo-Matti. “Rajan kipu on yhteinen kipu.” Reseptio 1 (2019) 49f.
• Henn, William. “A Reached Differentiated Consensus on the Concrete Sacramental Structures of the Church? A Catholic Approach.” 
Reseptio 1 (2019) 66-69.
• Huhtanen, Tiina. “Kasvavaa yhteyttä -asiakirja kardinaali Walter Kasperin ekumeenisen teologian valossa.” Reseptio 1 (2019) 45-48.
• Jolkkonen, Jari. “Kohti ehtoollista koskevien oppituomioiden kumoamista?” Reseptio 1 (2019) 36-41.
• Jolkkonen, Jari. “A Sufficient Differentiated Consensus for the Uplifting of the 16th Century Doctrinal Condemnations? A Lutheran 
Approach.” Reseptio 1 (2019) 70-72.
• Karttunen, Tomi. “Asiakirjan rakenne, menetelmä, lähteet ja keskeiset tulokset.” Reseptio 1 (2019) 29-35.
• Karttunen, Tomi. “A Sufficient Differentiated Consensus Regarding the Sacramentality of the Ordained Ministry? A Lutheran 
Approach.” Reseptio 1 (2019) 76-79.
• Koch, Kurt. “Address at Presentation of the Document ‘Communion in Growth. Declaration on the Church, Eucharist and Ministry’, 
Centro Pro Unione, Rome, 23 January 2018.” Information Service 151 (2018) 197-200.
• Laato, Anni Maria. “Asiakirjan arviointia akateemisen teologian näkökulmasta: kommentti: kasvavaa yhteyttä.” Reseptio 1 (2019) 
42-44.
• Legrand, Hervé-Marie. “A Sufficient Differentiated Consensus Regarding the Sacramentality of the Ordained Ministry? A Catholic 
Approach.” Reseptio 1 (2019) 80-84.
• Peura, Simo. “Asiakirjan tausta ja tavoitteet osana kansainvälistä luterilais-katolista teologista dialogia: luterilainen näkökulma.” 
Reseptio 1 (2019) 23-26.
• Peura, Simo. “A Reached Differentiated Consensus on the Concrete Sacramental Structures of the Church? A Lutheran Approach.” 
Reseptio 1 (2019) 63-65.
• Tri Nguyen, Toan. “Kasvavaa yhteyttä -asiakirja, paavi Franciscus ja käytännön ekumenia?” Reseptio 1 (2019) 51-54.
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M-RC: General
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Macquiban, Tim. “‘God’s Sovereign Grace, Immense and Unconfined’: Our Common Baptism and Call to Holiness.” Centro Pro 
Unione Bulletin 96 (2019) 10-13.

M-RC: (2018-10) Eleventh phase 2nd meeting - Hong Kong
INFORMATION
• “Joint International Commission for Dialogue Between the World Methodist Council and the Roman Catholic Church, Hong Kong, 
12-19 October 2018: Report.” Information Service 151 (2018) 113f.

M-RC: (2019-10) Eleventh phase 3rd meeting - Nairobi, Kenia
INFORMATION
• “Plenary Meeting of Methodist-Roman Catholic International Commission (MERCIC).” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity 2 https://bit.ly/3bkvvxl (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Rencontre plénière de la Commission internationale méthodiste-catholique (MERCIC).” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity 2 https://bit.ly/3dyFXTE (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Riunione Plenaria della Commissione Internazionale Metodista Cattolica (MERCIC).” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian 
Unity 2 https://bit.ly/3dpKrfc (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

Mn-R: Mennonite World Conference and World Alliance of Reformed Churches Dialogue
INFORMATION
• “Réformés et autres chrétiens: mennonites.” Irénikon 92, 2 (2019) 242f.

NCC-RC: New Charismatic Churches-Roman Catholic Conversations
TEXTS AND PAPERS
• “Les caractéristiques des Nouvelles Églises charismatiques: réflexions des représentants des Nouvelles Églises charismatiques en 
conversation avec le Conseil pontifical pour la promotion de l’unité des chrétiens.” Istina 64, 3 (2019) 343-376.
• “The Characteristics of the New Charismatic Churches: Reflections of Representatives of New Charismatic Churches in Conversation 
with the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity.” Information Service 151 (2018) 363-386.

O-OC: (2019-03) Bern meeting
INFORMATION
• Rein, Harald. “On-going Lifelong Dialogue.” Utrechter Union der Altkatholischen Kirchen 2 https://bit.ly/2yHzF56 (Retrieved: May 
10, 2020)
• “Ständige Orthodox - Altkatholische Arbeitsgruppe (OAAG) im März 2019 in Bern.” Internationale kirchliche Zeitschrift 109, 
1 (2019) 80.

O-OO: (1970-08) Third unofficial consultation - Geneva, Switzerland
TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Zizioulas, Ioannis. “Questioni ecclesiologiche inerenti alle relazioni tra chiese orientali calcedonesi e non calcedonesi,” in Zizioulas, 
Ioannis. L’uno e i molti: saggi su Dio, l’uomo, la Chiesa e il mondo di oggi. Roma: Lipa, 2018, 316-335.

O-OO \ rus-copt: (2019-05) Dialogue Commission between the Russian Orthodox Church and the Coptic Church 3rd meeting - 
Cairo, Egypt
INFORMATION
• “On 27-31 May 2019, the Commission for Dialogue between the Russian Orthodox Church and the Coptic Church held his 3rd 
session.” SEIA Newsletter on the Eastern Churches and Ecumenism 285 (2019) 7f.

O-RC: Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Mortola, Martino. Il dialogo cattolico-ortodosso sul primato dal 1995 al 2016: analisi storica e teologica del suo svolgimento e della 
sua ricezione. Dissertatio. Series romana 62. Roma / Milano: Pontificio Seminario Lombardo / Glossa, 2019.
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O-RC: General
INFORMATION
• Gemeinsamer Orthodox-Katholischer Arbeitskreis Sankt Irenäus. “Communiqué de la rencontre de Trebinje en 2019.” Istina 64, 4 
(2019) 501-504.
• Gemeinsamer Orthodox-Katholischer Arbeitskreis Sankt Irenäus. “Communiqué, Graz 2018.” Istina 64, 1 (2019) 112f.
• Gemeinsamer Orthodox-Katholischer Arbeitskreis Sankt Irenäus. “Kommuniqué - Graz 2018.” Ökumenische Rundschau 68, 
1 (2019) 94-96.
• Karageorgiev, Ivan. “Le groupe catholique-orthodoxe Saint-Irénée adopte un texte sur la primauté et la synodalité.” Unité des 
chrétiens 193 (2019) 38.
• Sala, Daniela. “Dialogo ortodosso-cattolico - Gruppo Sant’Ireneo.” Il Regno attualità 64, 20/1312 (2019) 617.
• “Second Meeting of the Pro Oriente Steering Committee for Orthodox-Catholic Dialogue.” Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/3dyGhSm (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Seconda riunione del Comitato direttivo per il dialogo ortodosso-cattolico di Pro Oriente.” Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/2zn9TDs (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Sedicesima riunione annuale del gruppo misto di lavoro ortodosso-cattolico Sant’Ireneo a Trebinje (Bosnia-Erzegovina).” Pontifical 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/2YMZewp (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Seizième réunion annuelle du Groupe mixte de travail orthodoxe-catholique Saint-Irénée à Trebinje (Bosnie-Herzégovine).” 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/2WMDoql (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Sixteenth annual meeting of the Saint Irenaeus Joint Orthodox-Catholic Working Group in Trebinje (Bosnia and Herzegovina).” 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/2xQ9nNP (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Famerée, Joseph. “Exchange of Gifts: the Catholic Church and the Eastern Churches: for a Differentiated Consensus,” in Spadaro, 
Antonio and Carlos Maria Galli, eds. For a Missionary Reform of the Church: the Civiltà Cattolica Seminar. New York/Mahwah: Paulist 
Press, 2017, 451-466.
• Hallensleben, Barbara. “L’approche de la primauté romaine selon Olivier Clément est-elle recevable d’un point de vue catholique?” 
Contacts 71, 267-268 (2019) 353-364.
• Koch, Kurt. “Statement at the Conference “Crossroads of Theological Dialogue. Reflecting on the New Perspective for Orthodox-
Catholic Encounters”, Orthodox Academy in Crete, 23-28 April 2018: Perspectives for Catholic-Orthodox Dialogue in the Joint 
International Commission”, Information Service 151 (2018) 164-167.
• Legrand, Hervé-Marie. “Une approche méthodologique neuve de la corrélation entre papauté et synodalité: une étude du Groupe 
Saint-Irénée.” Istina 64, 4 (2019) 417-428.
• Legrand, Hervé-Marie. “Il dialogo cura le Chiese.” Il Regno attualità 64, 16/1308 (2019) 498-501.
• Moga, Ioan. “Die Studie des Irenäuskreises aus orthodoxer Perspektive.” Catholica 73, 2 (2019) 94-108.
• Oeldemann, Johannes. “Brève histoire du Groupe de travail orthodoxe-catholique Saint-Irénée depuis sa création il y a quinze ans.” 
Istina 64, 4 (2019) 429-438.
• Oeldemann, Johannes. “Im Dienst an der Gemeinschaft: Einführung in die Studie des Gemeinsamen orthodox-katholischen 
Arbeitskreises St. Irenäus über Primat und Synodalität.” Catholica 73, 2 (2019) 84-93.
• Oeldemann, Johannes. “The Saint Irenaeus Joint Orthodox-Catholic Working Group: A Brief History of Its Origins and Development 
over the First Fifteen Years.” One in Christ 53, 1 (2019) 64-76.
• Pottmeyer, Hermann Josef. “Die Studie des Irenäuskreises aus katholischer Perspektive.” Catholica 73, 2 (2019) 109-117.

TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Gemeinsamer Orthodox-Katholischer Arbeitskreis Sankt Irenäus. “Au service de la communion: repenser les relations entre la 
primauté et la synodalité.” Istina 64, 4 (2019) 439-499.
• Gemeinsamer Orthodox-Katholischer Arbeitskreis Sankt Irenäus. “Im Dienst an der Gemeinschaft: das Verhältnis von Primat und 
Synodalität neu denken.” Ökumenisches Forum 40-41 (2018-2019) 179-245.
• Gemeinsamer Orthodox-Katholischer Arbeitskreis Sankt Irenäus. Im Dienst an der Gemeinschaft: das Verhältnis von Primat und 
Synodalität neu denken. Paderborn: Bonifatius, 2018.
• Gemeinsamer Orthodox-Katholischer Arbeitskreis Sankt Irenäus. “Serving Communion: Re-thinking the Relationship between 
Primacy and Synodality.” Ökumenisches Forum 40-41 (2018-2019) 117-177.
• Gemeinsamer Orthodox-Katholischer Arbeitskreis Sankt Irenäus. “Serving Communion: Re-thinking the Relationship between 
Primacy and Synodality.” One in Christ 53, 1 (2019) 77-140.
• Gemeinsamer Orthodox-Katholischer Arbeitskreis Sankt Irenäus. Servire la comunione: ripensare il rapporto tra primato e 
sinodalità. Sequela oggi. Magnano (BI): Edizioni Qiqajon - Comunità Monastica di Bose, 2019.
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O-RC: (2007-10) 10th Plenary Session - Ravenna, Italy
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Argárate, Pablo. “Primacy and Synodality in the First Millennium in the Documents of Ravenna (2007) and Chieti (2016) of the 
Joint International Commission for the Theological Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church.” 
Ökumenisches Forum 40-41 (2018-2019) 247-261.
• Coda, Piero. “An Exchange of Gifts: the Catholic Church and the Eastern Churches: the Strategic Significance of the Ravenna 
Document,” in Spadaro, Antonio and Carlos Maria Galli, eds. For a Missionary Reform of the Church: the Civiltà Cattolica Seminar. 
New York/Mahwah: Paulist Press, 2017, 432-450.

O-RC: (2016-09) 14th Plenary Session - Chieti, Italy
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Argárate, Pablo. “Primacy and Synodality in the First Millennium in the Documents of Ravenna (2007) and Chieti (2016) of the 
Joint International Commission for the Theological Dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church.” 
Ökumenisches Forum 40-41 (2018-2019) 247-261.

O-RC: (2018-06) Annual June 29 Rome visit
TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Bartholomaios I. “Delegation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople on the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul (28 June 
2018): Message of Patriarch Bartholomew.” Information Service 151 (2018) 9-11.
• Franciscus PP. “Delegation of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople on the Solemnity of Saints Peter and Paul (28 June 
2018): Address of Pope Francis.” Information Service 151 (2018) 8f.

O-RC: (2018-11) Annual November 30 Istanbul visit
INFORMATION
• “Catholiques et autres chrétiens: orthodoxes.” Irénikon 91, 4 (2018) 533f.

TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Franciscus PP. “Message to His Holiness Bartholomew I for the Feast of Saint Andrew, Patron Saint of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
(30 November 2018).” Information Service 151 (2018) 26f.

O-RC: (2018-11) Coordinating committee meeting - Bose, Italy
INFORMATION
• “Dialogue théologique entre l’église catholique et l’église orthodoxe.” Proche-orient chrétien 69, 1/2 (2019) 172-174.
• Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church. “Meeting of the 
Joint Coordinating Committee, Bose Monastery, Italy, 13-17 November 2018.” Information Service 151 (2018) 116.

REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Palmieri, Andrea. “Nodi sul cammino: il dialogo teologico fra le Chiese cattolica e ortodossa.” L’Osservatore Romano 159, 
15 (2019) 6.

O-RC: (2019-06) Annual June 29 Rome visit
INFORMATION
• “Catholiques et autres chrétiens: orthodoxes.” Irénikon 92, 2 (2019) 237-239.

TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Bartholomaios I. “Il cammino della sinodalità.” L’Osservatore Romano 159, 147 (2019) 7.
• Franciscus PP. “L’unità non è uniformità ma sinfonia di voci nella carità.” L’Osservatore Romano 159, 147 (2019) 7.
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O-RC: (2019-11) Annual November 30 Istanbul visit
TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Bartholomaios I. “Un incontro sempre nuovo: il patriarca ecumenico alla delegazione della Santa Sede presente al Fanar per la festa 
di Sant’Andrea.” L’Osservatore Romano 159, 277 (2019) 6.
• Franciscus PP. “Non abbiamo il diritto di restare separati: messaggio al patriarca ecumenico per la festa di Sant’Andrea.” 
L’Osservatore Romano 159, 274 (2019) 8.

O-RC: (2019-11) Coordinating committee meeting - Bose, Italy
INFORMATION
• “Commissione mista internazionale per il dialogo teologico tra la Chiesa cattolica e la Chiesa ortodossa, 15 novembre 2019.” 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/3bhN1lT (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church, 15 November 
2019.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/3cmvNVU (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• Joint International Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Orthodox Church. “Communiqué, 
11-15 November 2019.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/3cmvNVU (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• Sala, Daniela. “Dialogo cattolico ortodosso - Commissione internazionale.” Il Regno attualità 64, 22/1314 (2019) 679.

O-RC \ pol: Orthodox-Roman Catholic Dialogue in Poland
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Brzeska, Mirjam. “Die Entwicklung der Ökumene zwischen Katholiken und Orthodoxen in Polen.” Catholica 73, 2 (2019) 136-159.

O-RC \ usa: (2019-08) Agreed Statement on the Vocation and Mission of the People of God
INFORMATION
• “Documento della Consulta ortodossa-cattolica nordamericana.” Il Regno documenti 64, 15/1307 (2019) 512.
• “The North American Orthodox-Catholic Theological Consultation has Released a New Agreed Statement.” SEIA Newsletter on the 
Eastern Churches and Ecumenism 287 (2019) 1f.
• Sala, Daniela. “Dialogo cattolico-ortodosso in Nord America: missione dei laici.” Il Regno attualità 64, 16/1308 (2019) 489.

TEXTS AND PAPERS
• North American Orthodox-Catholic Theological Consultation. “The Vocation and Mission of the People of God: ‘A Chosen Race, a 
Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation’.” United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 2 https://bit.ly/2YRngGs (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• North American Orthodox-Catholic Theological Consultation. “The Vocation and Mission of the People of God: ‘A Chosen Race, a 
Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation’.” Origins 49, 16 (2019) 257-263.

O-WCC: Orthodox-WCC Relations
TEXTS AND PAPERS
• Zizioulas, Ioannis. “L’autocomprensione degli ortodossi e la loro partecipazione al movimento ecumenico,” in Zizioulas, Ioannis. 
L’uno e i molti: saggi su Dio, l’uomo, la Chiesa e il mondo di oggi. Roma: Lipa, 2018, 351-363.

OC-R \ india: Old Catholic-Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church Theological Consultations
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Arx, Urs von. “The Compatibility of Ecumenical Dialogues: A Case Study based on the Dialogue between the Mar Thoma Syrian 
Church and the Old Catholic Union of Utrecht Viewed from an Old Catholic Perspective.” Internationale kirchliche Zeitschrift 109, 1 
(2019) 2-24.
• Daniel, Joseph. “The Bonn Agreement (1931) as a Key to Transitivity in Old Catholic Mar Thoma Ecumenical Relations.” Internationale 
kirchliche Zeitschrift 109, 1 (2019) 25-38.
• Pratt, Douglas. “Inter-(ecclesial-)cultural Learning as Receptive Ecumenism: Prospects for an Intra-Christian Dialogue.” 
Internationale kirchliche Zeitschrift 109, 1 (2019) 39-50.
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OC-R \ india: (2018-10) Old Catholic-Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church 4th Theological Consultation - Bern, Switzerland
INFORMATION
• Suter, Adrian. “Ökumenische Beziehungen zwischen den altkatholischen Kirchen und der Mar-Thoma-Kirche: Bericht zur 
internationalen Konferenz (2017) und zum Rezeptionsprozess des Dialogs.” Internationale kirchliche Zeitschrift 109, 1 (2019) 73-75.

OC-RC: (2017-07) Second phase final meeting - Paderborn, Germany
INFORMATION
• “Rezeptionsprozesse nach IRAD II.” Internationale kirchliche Zeitschrift 109, 2 (2019) 151.

OO-RC: (2018-02) Oriental Orthodox-Roman Catholic Dialogue 15th meeting - Etchmiadzin, Armenia
INFORMATION
• Destivelle, Hyacinthe. “Dialogo della vita: le relazioni con le Chiese ortodosse orientali.” L’Osservatore Romano 159, 20 (2019) 6.
• International Joint Commission for Theological Dialogue Between the Catholic Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches. 
“Report: Etchmiadzin, Armenia, 29 January - 5 February 5, 2018.” Information Service 151 (2018) 102-105.

OO-RC: (2019-02) Oriental Orthodox-Roman Catholic Dialogue 16th meeting - Rome, Italy
INFORMATION
• “The International Joint Commission for Theological Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Oriental Orthodox Churches.” 
SEIA Newsletter on the Eastern Churches and Ecumenism 281 (2019) 1f.
• International Joint Commission for Theological Dialogue Between the Catholic Church and the Oriental Orthodox 
Churches. “Report: Sixteenth Meeting: Rome, January 27 - February 2, 2019.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity  
2 https://bit.ly/2znaQf0 (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Franciscus PP. “The Middle East must become a land of peace.” L’Osservatore Romano, English ed. 52, 6/2583 (2019) 4.

OO-RC \ copt: International Joint Commission between the Catholic Church and the Coptic Orthodox Church
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• N’guessan, Marius Hervé. “L’église copte orthodoxe et l’église catholique: relecture du dialogue bilatéral et perspectives d’avenir.” 
Proche-orient chrétien 69, 1/2 (2019) 84-98.

OO-RC \ india: (2017-12) Njaliakuzhy meeting
INFORMATION
• Joint Commission for Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church. “Report of the 2017 
meeting, 12-13 December 2017.” Information Service 151 (2018) 119-122.

OO-RC \ india: (2018-12) Manganam meeting
INFORMATION
• Destivelle, Hyacinthe. “Dialogo della vita: le relazioni con le Chiese ortodosse orientali.” L’Osservatore Romano 159, 20 (2019) 6.

OO-RC \ india: (2019-12) Njaliakuzhy meeting
INFORMATION
• “Theological Dialogues with the Malankar Orthodox Churches in India.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity  
2 https://bit.ly/2WOUu70 (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

OO-RC \ syr-india: (2017-12) 20th meeting - Puthencruz, Kerala
INFORMATION
• Joint International Commission for Dialogue between the Catholic Church and the Malankara Syrian Orthodox Church. “Report of 
the 2017 meeting, 11 December 2017.” Information Service 151 (2018) 116-118.

OO-RC \ syr-india: (2018-12) 21th meeting - Manganam, Kerala
INFORMATION
• Destivelle, Hyacinthe. “Dialogo della vita: le relazioni con le Chiese ortodosse orientali.” L’Osservatore Romano 159, 20 (2019) 6.
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OO-RC \ syr-india: (2019-12) Mulanthuruthy meeting
INFORMATION
• “Theological Dialogues with the Malankar Orthodox Churches in India.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity  
2 https://bit.ly/2WOUu70 (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

PE-R: (2018-12) Pentecostal-Reformed dialogue 3rd round 5th meeting - Legon, Ghana
INFORMATION
• Tanis, Phil. “Dialogue Considers Impact of Eschatology on Mission.” World Communion of Reformed Churches  
2 https://bit.ly/2WN36uy (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

PE-R: (2019-10) Pentecostal-Reformed dialogue 3rd round 6th meeting - Baguio City, Philippines
INFORMATION
• Tanis, Phil. “Reformed-Pentecostal Dialogue Distilling Five Years’ of Discussion.” World Communion of Reformed Churches  
2 https://bit.ly/2Agwemw (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

Pe-RC: Pentecostal-Roman Catholic International Dialogue
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Burgess, Stanley M. and Paul W.Lewis, eds. A Light to the Nations: Explorations in Ecumenism, Mission, and Pentecostalism. Eugene, 
OR: Pickwick Publications, 2017.
• Radano, John A. “The Significance of the Classical Pentecostal-Roman Catholic International Dialogue: a Catholic Perspective,” in 
Burgess, Stanley M. and Paul W.Lewis, eds. A Light to the Nations: Explorations in Ecumenism, Mission, and Pentecostalism. Eugene, 
OR: Pickwick Publications, 2017, 54-69.
• Robeck, Cecil M. “The Contribution of Gary McGee to the International Roman Catholic-Pentecostal Dialogue,” in Burgess, Stanley 
M. and Paul W. Lewis, eds. A Light to the Nations: Explorations in Ecumenism, Mission, and Pentecostalism. Eugene, OR: Pickwick 
Publications, 2017, 37-50.
• Scampini, Jorge Alejandro. “Pentecostals and Catholics: Toward an ‘Exchange of Gifts’ for a Renewed Proclamation of the Gospel,” 
in Spadaro, Antonio and Carlos Maria Galli, eds. For a Missionary Reform of the Church: the Civiltà Cattolica Seminar. New York/
Mahwah: Paulist Press, 2017, 488-509.

Pe-RC: (2008) Fifth Report
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Murphy, Karen R.J. Pentecostals and Roman Catholics on Becoming a Christian: Spirit-baptism, Faith, Conversion, Experience, and 
Discipleship in Ecumenical Perspective. Global Pentecostal and Charismatic Studies 28. Leiden: Brill, 2018.

Pe-RC: (2016) Sixth Report
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Althouse, Peter and Robby Waddell. “Theological Reflections on “Do Not Quench the Spirit: the Life and Mission of the Church”: a 
Brief Introduction.” Pneuma 41, 3-4 (2019) 501f.
• Bickelhaupt, Jörg. “Amt und Charisma in ihren theologischen Interdependenzen: Beobachtungen und Anmerkungen zu den 
bilateralen Dialogen zwischen Katholiken und Pfingstlern aus evangelischer Sicht.” Catholica 73, 3 (2019) 161-171.
• Chan, Simon. “A Response to ‘Do Not Quench the Spirit’: Charisms in the Life and Mission of the Church: Report of the Sixth Phase 
of the International Catholic-Pentecostal Dialogue (2011-2015).” Pneuma 41, 3-4 (2019) 503-506.
• Grey, Jacqueline. “Global Considerations in Response to ‘Do Not Quench the Spirit’.” Pneuma 41, 3-4 (2019) 507-511.
• Marais, Nadia. “Gifts of the Spirit and the Spirit as Gift? A Reformed Perspective.” Pneuma 41, 3-4 (2019) 512-517.
• Mattos, Paulo Ayres. “Response to the Report of the Sixth Phase of the International Catholic-Pentecostal Dialogue (2011-2015).” 
Pneuma 41, 3-4 (2019) 518-522.
• Mueller, Joseph G. “A Catholic Response to ‘Do Not Quench the Spirit’: Charisms in the Life and Mission of the Church.” Pneuma 
41, 3-4 (2019) 523-526.
• Vondey, Wolfgang. “Ecumenical Discernment in the Pentecostal-Catholic Dialogue: a Response to ‘Do Not Quench the Spirit’.” 
Pneuma 41, 3-4 (2019) 527-533.
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Pe-RC: (2018-07) Seventh phase first meeting - Springfield, MO
INFORMATION
• “International Pentecostal-Catholic Dialogue, Springfield, Missouri, USA, 12-18 July 2018: Communiqué.” Information Service 151 
(2018) 108-110.

Pe-WCC: Pentecostal-WCC Relations
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Robra, Martin. “Le Conseil œcuménique des Églises et les pentecôtistes.” Istina 64, 3 (2019) 297-311.

Pe-WCC: (2019-11) Bossey meeting
INFORMATION
• Sala, Daniela. “CEC-Pentecostali.” Il Regno attualità 64, 22/1314 (2019) 679.
• “WCC and Pentecostals Reflect Together on Baptism, Discipleship.” World Council of Churches 2 https://bit.ly/2SMTcrR (Re- 
trieved: May 10, 2020)

RC-WCC: (1970) Proselytism Report
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Zizioulas, Ioannis. “Riflessioni di un ortodosso sulla testimonianza comune e sul proselitismo,” in Zizioulas, Ioannis. L’uno e i molti: 
saggi su Dio, l’uomo, la Chiesa e il mondo di oggi. Roma: Lipa, 2018, 394-399.

RC-WCC: (2018-09) Ottmaring meeting
INFORMATION
• “Annual Plenary Session of the Joint Working Group between the Catholic Church and the World Council of Churches: Ottmaring, 
Germany, 3-7 September 2018, Communiqué.” Information Service 151 (2018) 110-112.

RC-WCC: (2019-05) Joint Working Group Executive meeting - Warsaw, Poland
INFORMATION
• “COE.” Irénikon 92, 2 (2019) 244.
• “Joint Working Group Executive Committee, 6-8 May 2019, Warsaw, Poland: Communiqué.” Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/2LdVtIk (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “JWG Executive, 6-8 May 2019, Warsaw, Poland: Communiqué.” World Council of Churches 2 https://bit.ly/2yyro3D (Retrieved: May 
10, 2020)
• “Riunione esecutiva del Gruppo Misto di Lavoro tra il Consiglio Ecumenico delle Chiese e la Chiesa cattolica, 6-8 maggio 2019.” 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity. 2 https://bit.ly/2y8Qvty (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)
• “World Council of Churches - Roman Catholic Joint Working Group met in Warsaw.” World Council of Churches  
2 https://bit.ly/2xUUVUQ (Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

RC-WCC: (2019-09) Lyon meeting
INFORMATION
• “Joint Working Group 2019 Plenary Communiqué.” Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 2 https://bit.ly/3dwM4HV 
(Retrieved: May 10, 2020)

WCC: World Council of Churches
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
• Brahms, Renke. “Der ökumenische ‘Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace’ und Schritte auf dem Pilgerweg im Raum der Evangelischen 
Kirche in Deutschland.” MD-Materialdienst des Konfessionskundlichen Instituts Bensheim 70, 5 (2019) 112-116.
• Bueno de la Fuente, Eloy. “La misíon holística de la Trinidad: el horizonte ecuménico.” Diálogo ecuménico 52, 163-164 (2017) 
499-536.
• Cariño, Theresa. “The World Council of Churches and Churches in China: Partnerships and Diaconia.” International Journal for the 
Study of the Christian Church 19, 2-3 (2019) 175-191.
• Kim, Jin Yang. “The Ecumenical Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace: Invitation of the World Council of Churches.” MD-Materialdienst 
des Konfessionskundlichen Instituts Bensheim 70, 5 (2019) 116f.
• Lamparter, Hanne. Gebet und Gottesdienst: Praxis und Diskurs in der Geschichte des Ökumenischen Rates der Kirchen. Leipzig: 
Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 2019.
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• Lamparter, Hanne. “Ut unum sint? Römisch-katholische Perspektiven auf ökumenische Gottesdienste in der Geschichte des 
Ökumenischen Rates der Kirchen.” Catholica 73, 2 (2019) 118-135.
• Norwood, Donald W. Pilgrimage of Faith: Introducing the World Council of Churches. Geneva: World Council of Churches, 2018.
• Robra, Martin. “Ethische Differenzen innerhalb der Konfessionen als Herausforderung für die Ökumene.” Una Sancta 74, 3 (2019) 
171-182.
• Tsompanidis, Stylianos. “”Liturgie nach der Liturgie”: Der Konziliare Prozess des ÖRK aus der Sicht orthodoxer Theologie.” Una 
Sancta 74, 3 (2019) 206-218.

WCC: (2012-03) Commission on World Mission and Evangelism meeting - Manila, Philippines
REFLECTION AND REACTIONS
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