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THE FEARFUL SILENCE OF THREE WOMEN 

(Mark l6:8c) 

by 

Rev. Gerald o•Collins, s.j. 

(a conference delivered at tile Centro Pro Untone, on Tuesday, 15 Maren 1988) 

At least as we have it, Mark's Gospel ends 
in an extraordinarily enigmatic fashion. It 
states that after discovering Jesus' tomb to 
be open and empty and hearing the angelic 
message about the resurrection and a coming 
rendez-vous with the risen Jesus in Galilee, 
the three women fled in astonishment; "and 
they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid" (Mark 16:8c). 

This reaction on the part of Mary Magdalene, 
Mary the mother of James and Salome (Mark 
16:1; see 15:40,47) has been somewhat prepared 
for when the text speaks of their being "amazed" 
(Mark 16:5,6) and of their "astonished" and 
"trembling" flight from the tomb (Mark 16:8a 
and b). Even so the final word about their 
fearful silence is surprising. Matthew seems 
to have been dissatisfied with what he found 
in Mark and modifies the women's reaction: 
"they departed quickly from the tomb with 
fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples" 
(Matt 28:8; see also Luke 24:9-10). 

What are we to make of Mark's statement 
about t he women's fearful silence? Is it to 
be understood in a more historical vein? Mark 
(or his source) knows that accounts of the 
empty tomb did not feature in the early preach­
ing of the resurrection (see 1 Cor 15:Jb-5), 
and/or that the women's story remained unknown 
for some time. He acknowledges the fact that 
the story of the empty tomb only developed 
and/or only entered the Easter message at 
a later stage by noting that the women remained 
silent (= for some time did not publicly speak 
about their empty tomb experience). Or does 
the three women's fearful silence reveal a 
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theological . stance of the evangelist? In that 
case his point could be negative (for exemple 
a disapproving judgment against all Jesus' 
first disciples, both female and male) or positive 
(for example, a picture of the appropriate, 
initial reaction to the revelation of Jesus' 
resurrection). Here, of course, historical con­
cerns and theological interests overlap and 
are in no way understood to be mutually exclu­
sive. Rather it is a matter of SPe predominant 
motive behind Mark 16:8c which could be of 
a more theological or historical nature. 

1. An Historical Explanation. Perhaps the 
most thoroughgoing historical explanation 
of Mark 16:8c - and indeed of the whole peri­
cope, Mark 16:1-8 - is that offered by Paul 
and Linda Radham in Immortality or Extinction? 
(Totowa, N.J. 1982). According to them, the 
evangelist himself created the whole of Mark 
16:1-8: that is to say, prior to the writing 
of this Gospel, there was simply no empty 
tomb story at all. They interpret the Gospel's 
closing comment (Mark 16:8c) as implying 

that the empty tomb story formed no 
part of the generally received oral 
traditions about Jesus which circulated 
before the Gospels were written. It 
would be manifestly absurd far Mark 
to write that the women said nothing 
about it to anyone, if the story of their 
finding the empty tomb were generally 
known. The comment in fact only (sic) 
makes sense if Mark was conscious 
that he was adding a new element to 
the generally received traditions about 
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Jesus; an element which was not known 
prior to the publication of his Gospel, 
and which he therefore had to account 
for by claiming that his sources had 
.hitherto kept this knowledge secret 

out of fear. 

In short "the story of the empty tomb was 
unknown before the appearance of Mark's 
Gospel" (pp. 23-24). The evangelist simply 
invented the whole story himself; his final 
words ("they said nothing to anyone, for they 
were afraid") show him trying to cover his 
tracks and hide from the reader the fact "the 
generally received traditions about Jesus" 
contained no story about the discovery of 
the empty tomb. 

Yet would it have been "manifestly absurd 
for Mark to write that the women said nothing 
about it to anyone, if the story of their finding 
the empty tomb were generally known" (italics 
mine)? The ordinary conventions of narrative 
suggest that the women's silence should be 
understood as temporary: · for the time being 
they did not deliver the message and tell others 
about what they had seen and heard. Jf Mark 
proposes their silence to have been permanent 
and absolute (= the women never said anything 
about their discovery to anyone whatsoever), 
what he writes would be "manifestly absurd". 
How could he, the narrator, know what the 
women had seen and heard if they quite literally 
never passed on their story to anyone? The 
Badhams have confused "said nothing to anyone" 
with "never said anything to anyone whatsoever." 
Mark could quite reasonably write that the 
women "said nothing to anyone," even though 
the story of their finding the empty tomb 
were now generally known (at least in Jerusalem 
and the Holy Land). 

The Badhams seem to be crediting Mark 
·- with the claim that his sources (= the three 

women or one or two survivors from the trio) 
had kept their knowledge of the empty tomb 
"secret out'· of fear" for thirty or forty years 
- righf down to the time when Mark himself 
got the information from them and wrote 
his Gospel in the middle or late sixties. The 
Christian message of Jesus' resurrection had 
long since spread around the Mediterranean 
world and there were growing Christian com­
m unities in most parts of the Roman empire. 
But Mark (implicitly) contends that three women 
remained afraid for decades and - even in 
the face of the successful spread _of Christianity 
and its central message of Jesus' 1·esurrection 
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- never broke their silence until they told 
him . Such a scenario about Mark and his alleged 
claim seems quite far-fetched. But this is 
what the Badhams are suggesting: that Mark 
claims that "his sources" had kept to themselves 
their knowledge of the empty tomb until they 
finally broke their silence and told him. It 
is much more believable and in line with ordinary 
narrative conventions to interpret as temporary 
silence the comment "they said nothing to 
anyone". 

Second, as we shall see, Mark's closing 
comment is open to various explanations which 
do not postulate that Mark had to insert that 
comment, because he has fashioned the whole 
empty tomb story and was consciously adding 
a "new element to the generally received tradi­
tions" about Jesus' destiny. 

Third, the many redaction-critical studies 
of Mark's Gospel published in recent decades 
have convincingly established that the evangelist 
was no mere wooden mouthpiece of the tradi­
tions he received. He showed a certain measure 
of liberty and inventiveness in arranging and 
embellishing those traditions. Rut J do not 
think the weight of evidence from those redac­
tional studies supports the view that Mark 
could simply invent e:x: nihilo an important 
item like the discovery of Jesus' empty tomb. 
Tn using and embellishing his sources, the evan­
gelist was free but not that free. 

Fourth, in advancing their hypothesis the 
!3adhams pay no attention to redactional (and 
compositional) criticism. I do not know any 
scholar who has examined Mark 16:1-8 to 
distinguish the source(s) from the Markan 
redaction, and who then argues that for these 
eight verses Mark had no source but freely 
composed the narrative on this own. With 
some minor variations, the general consensus 
is that the traditional source used (and added 
to) by the evangelist ran as follows: 

On the first day of the week Mary Mag­
dalene, and Mary the mother of James, 
ond Salome went to the tomb when 
the sun hod risen. They sow that the 
stone hod been rolled bock and entering 

they saw a young man sitting on the 
right side, dressed in a white robe and 
they were amazed. And he said to them, 
"Do not be amazed. You seek Jesus 
of Nazareth who was crucified. He 
hos risen. He is not here. See the place 
where they laid him." And they went 
out and fled, for trembling and astonish­

ment had come upon them. 
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Redactional criticism supports the existence 
of a pre-Markan source and not the Badhams' 
thesis that Mark composed ex nihilo the entire 
empty tomb story. It is a little too obvious 
that by denying any traditional (and historical) 
source for Mark 16:1-8, the Badhams can more 
easily commend their view that immortality 
of the soul rather than bodily resurrection 
is the real Christian hope. 

Before turning to more theological inter­
pretations of Mark 16:8c, we should note other 
somewhat "historical" versions of the evangelist's 
purpose here. By emphasizing the women's 
frightened silence, Mark intends to indicate 
that the appearances of the risen Jesus and 
not the discovery of the empty tomb had first 
triggered faith in the resurrection. The silence 
of the women "explains" why such an important 
sign of Jesus' resurrection as his empty grave 
did not play a role as the original basis for 
Easter faith and in the first preaching (see, 
for example, 1 Cor 15:3b-5 where two appear­
ances, but not the discovery of the empty 
tomb figure in the resurrection kerygma cited 
by Paul). In other words, Mark introduces the 
theme of the women's silence, so as to respect 
and account for what he took to be historical 
facts: Peter, the twelve and other male disciples 
had played the foundational role in preaching 
the resurrection of the crucified Jesus, the 
women's role was relatively unimportant and 
the story of their discovering the empty tomb 
entered the Easter message only later. 

There might be some truth in these histor­
icizing comments on Mark 16:8c. Yet, as Eduard 
Schweizer comments, to see Mark 16:8 as 
"an attempt to explain how it happened that 
so much time passed before there was any 
report of the discovery of the empty tomb 
is too modern a suggestion. A critically trained 
historian would think this way but not the 
early Christian Church." Furthermore, merely 
historical hypotheses about the women's reaction 
lack connection with theological themes that 
surface earlier in Mark's text. They aim at 
explaining the cryptic reference to the women's 
silence in terms of what we know "extrinsically" 
from Paul, Acts and other NT books - instead 
of first looking for some clue in what Mark 
himself has already written. What "theological 
truth" is Mark "attempting to express when 
he reports the silence of the women"? 

2. Theological Explanations. One well- argued 
thesis about the women's fearful silence comes 
in Willi Marxsen's redactional study, Mark 
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the Evangelist (Nashville, 1969). His thesis 
takes as its background the much discussed 
Markan phenomenon of the "messianic secret." 

a) Right from the first chapter of Mark's 
Gospel we come across the tension or even 
"contradiction" between an injunction to silence 
and its transgression (Mark 1:40-45). Marxsen 
attributes these "contradictions" to the redac­
tional work of the evangelist who aims at 
expressing the tension between concealment 
and disclosure or between silence and speech. 
The "contradiction" between the command 
to spread the news of the resurrection in Mark 
16:7 and the women's fearful silence in Mark 
16:8 results from the evangelist's redactional 
work, specifically in that he inserts 16:7 into 
his source. In the case of Mark 16:7- 8 the 
order to spread the news comes first, the silence 
second, whereas during Mark's account of 
Jesus' ministry the order is normally the reverse: 
Jesus asks for silence but others give way 
to a compulsion to speak (p. ·91). 

Marxsen's work in redaction criticism gave 
new life to the thesis of the Messianic secret 
initiated by William Wrede's 1901 work, Das 
Messiasgeheinmis in den Evangelien. Wrede 
had argued that the earthly Jesus never claimed 
to be Messiah, and that l\'lark read back into 
the story of the ministry later messianic beliefs. 
Marxsen's redactional techniques distinguished 
more successfuly betwe~n the evangelist's 
work and his traditional sources. At the same 
time, Marxsen recognized the real theological 
nature of Mark's Gospel. All of this meant 
that l\1arxsen could fit the question of Illark 
16:8c into a framework of explantion for the 
whole Gospel. 

Nevertheless, one wonders whether as 
such the "messianic secret" can bear the weight 
assigned to it. There is much to be said for 
finding Mark's theological thrust in the theme 
of revelation: the revelation of the kingdom 
(Mark 1:1-8:21) and then the revelation of 
the destiny of the Son of l\tan (Mark 8:22ff.). 
Or else one could stress, more the revelation 
of Jesus as the Son of God, a revelation which 
reaches its climax in the centurion's confession 
(Mark 15:39). 

Where Marxsen's interpretation of Mark 
16:7-8 becomes really doubtful is when he 
develops the work of some earlier scholars 
and links the two verses to the parousia that 
J\1ark expects to occur soon in Galilee, the 
land of preaching and the messianic secret. 

Mark writes in the 60's, he wishes to direct 
the Christian community to gather in Galilee 
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for the glorious coming of the Lord. Unlike 
the ophthe ("he appeared") of 1 Cor 15:5-8 
which is a technical term for resurrection 
appearences, the opsesthe ("you will see") 
of Mark 16:7 points to the parousia that the 
evangelist (wrongly) supposes is about to occur 
in the 60's. Where the Messiah is proclaimed, 
an epiphany takes place and the parousia is 
anticipated (Mark 16:7; see also 14:28). But, 
in Mark's scheme, for the moment the Messiah 
remains hiden, the epiphany is secret and the 
parousia is anticipated in quiet concealment 
(Mark 16:8). All this entails interpreting the 
women's silent fear (Mark 16:8c) in the context 
of the evangelist's message about an impending 
parousia in Galilee (pp. 83-94). 

A number of considerations tell against 
this view. Marxsen takes "Galilee" in the rest 
of Mark's Gospel to be a theological term 
symbolizing the place of preaching and or 
the Gentile mission of the early Church. He 
must suppose that in Mark 14:28 and 16:7 it 
reverts to the status of a geographical term. 
Second, from the rest of his Gospel (despite 
9:1; ch. 13; 14:62) it is not so clear that Mark 
expects an imminent parousia. Third, other 
evidence is lacking to establish any special 
connection between Galilee and the parousia. 
Fourth, Mark presents the prediction of the 
Son of Man's passion and resurrection (8:31; 
9:31; 10:32-34) separately from pasages which 
can be interpreted as conveying - among other 
things - predictions of the parousia (ch. 13). 
Elsewhere in his Gospel Mark keeps the themes 
of resurrection and parousia apart. It is then 
hardly to be expected that he will mix them 
in ch. 16 by combining an announcement of 
an imminent parousia (to occur in the late 
60's) with an account of women on Easter 
day (more than thirty years before) discovering 
the tomb of Jesus to be open and empty and 
hearing an angelic announcement of his resurrec­
tion. Fifth, we can interpret the words "he 
is going before you to Galilee" (Mark 16:7) 
in two ways: either a) "he is going at your 
head (like a shepherd leading his sheep) to 
Galilee", or b) "he is going in advance of you 
with a view to a rendez-vous in Galilee." Expla­
nation a) seems more likely, inasmuch as it 
recalls the theme of Mark 14:27ff., the apostasy 
of the twelve and of Peter in particular. The 
shepherd's flock will be scattered, but this 
process will be reversed when the flock is 
reassembled. In either case the "going before" 
as such does not evoke any thoughts of the 
parousia. Sixth, R. H. Fuller adds a further 

D ~Bulletin/ Centro Pro Unlone 

point against Marxsen's position: · 
The decisive argument which proves 
it to be, in Mark 76:7, a resurrection 
rather than a parousia reference is 
the naming of Peter as well as the disci­
ples, a circumstance which indicates 
clearly the the Evangelist is alluding 
to the two appearances, listed in 7 
Corinthians 75:5. If Mark 16:7 were 
pointing forward to the parausia, it 
is hard to see why Peter should be singled 
out for special mention. But if it points 
to resurrection appearances, the reason 
for the mention of Peter is obvious. 
Seventh, the verb "see" used in Mark 16:7 

can refer to human beings experiencing the 
parousia (Mark 13:26; 1 John 3:2). But it can 
also be used of a vision of the risen Christ 
(1 Cor 9:1; John 20:18): Moreover, the seeing 
of Jesus in Mark 13:6-27 is to be preceded 
by war, famine, the emergence of false messiahs, 
the martyrdom of some disciples and other 
signs of which there is not a hint in Mark 16:7 
and its immediate context. Finally, Marxsen 
himself has become more tentative about 
his view that Mark 16:7 points to an imminent 
parousia rather than an imminent post-resurrec­
tion appearance o appearances. 

Thus Marxsen has left us with the "messianic 
secret's" tension of disclosure/concealment 
as the way to understand the three women's 
fearful silence in Mark 16:8c. In The Resurrec­
tion of Jesus of Nazareth, where he treated 
the final section of Mark, Marxsen failed to 
raise the question of the duration of the women's 
silence (only temporary? or really permanent?) 
and lightly touched another theme that Norman 
Perrin was to develop. Marxsen presented 
the women as by their silence "disobeying 
the comand given to them by the young men 
(whom we are undoubtedly intended to think 
of as an angel)" (p. 42; italics mine). A few 
years earlier, in The Gospel Message of St. 
Mark (Oxford, 1950), R. H. Lightfoot had re­
ported questions about the fear, "silence and 
disobedience" of the women (pp. 85, 89). He 
replied by commenting that such questions 
as "whether" the women conquered their fear, 
or how long they remained silent" were simply 
not in the mind of the evangelist" (p. 92). It 
may have been good, however, right from 
the outset to avoid the word "disobedience," 
a loaded term that as such already suggests 
a position on the silent flight of the women. 
This theme of disobedience emerges more 

fully in Perrin's The Resurrection Narratives 
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(London 1977). To that we can now turn. 
b) Perrin correctly connects the story of 

the women at Jesus' empty tomb (Mark 16:1-8) 
with two other narrtives (Mark 15:40-41; 15:42-
47). These three narratives (which deal with 
women, respectively at the cross, at the burial 
of Jesus and at his tomb) are closely related 
- not least by the fact that two of the three 
women named in 15:40 turn up again in 15:47 
and all three are again named in 16:1. Perrin 
notes the progressive failure of Jesus' male 
disciples that begins at Mark 6:52 and reaches 
its climax in the passion story with Judas' 
betrayal and Peter's denial of Jesus (pp. 30-31), 
Meanwhile women enter Mark's story (from 
14:3-9) and "take over the role" one "might 
have expected to be played" by the male disci­
ples (p. 31). They remain faithfully present 
at Jesus' death and burial and "are prepared 
to play their role in anointing him." It is "to 
their great honour to discover the empty tomb 
and the fact of the resurrection." 

Then like the male disciples before them, 
"the women also fail their master" and "fail 
their trust", by not delivering "the message 
entrusted to them." Mark's Gospel ends with 
total "discipleship failure," as "every disciple 
fails the master" (pp. 32-33). Perrin admits 
that this is a "grim picture" and a "dark" and 
"stark" vision of what Mark intends by the 
frightened silence of the women (p. 33). But 
is this picture of total failure on the part of 
all disciples, both male and female, the right 
vision to be drawn from Mark 16:Sc? 

Perrin rested his case without discussing 
"why Mark paints this grim picture" (p. 33) 
and thinks of total "discipleship failure." The 
theme as a whole must await discussion or 
another occasion" (p. 35). Sadly Perrin died 
before being able to complete his case and 
suggest why Mark paints this grim picture. 
But does the evangelist in fact do so? As Perrin 
himself recognized, Mark writes his Gospel 
"to express the conviction that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God," pursuing this theme 
from 1:1 "to the climactic confession of the 
centurion at the cross in 15:39" (pp. 34-35). 
After developing such a positive theme right 
through his work, is seems strange for Mark 
to conclude with a bleak, grim picture of total 
failure by all the disciples. Second, after noting 
the warning about the failure of the male 
disciples (14:27), their flight at the time of 
Jesus' arrest (14:50) and Peter's triple denial 
of his master (14:29-31; 66-72), the evangelist 
is hardly introducing a parallel to all that 
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in the three women's silent flight from the 
empty tomb. Third, the women who had "fol­
lowed" Jesus in Galilee (Mark 15:41) clearly 
personify a discipleship that remains faithful 
to the end. It would be very odd to cancel 
that picture suddenly in the last verse of the 
Gospel. Fourth, the most effective response 
to Perrin's theory of total failure remains, 
of course, a successful alternate explanation 
of the women's silent and fearful flight. That 
we can find in an updated version of R, H. 
Lightfoot's comments. 

Before we take up Lightfoot, however, 
we should note that Perrin's negative presenta­
tion of the women's silence in Mark 16:Sc 
comes from a tendency of certain scholars 
to over-emphasize that Gospel's negative 
characterization of Jesus' disciples. T. J. Wee­
den's Mark: Traditions in Conflict (Philadelphia, 
1971) constitutes the high-point in the attempt 
to argue for a Markan attack on the twelve 
disciples. Weeden, in fact, holds that Mark 
is "assiduously involved in a vendetta against 
the disciples. He is intent on totally discrediting 
them" (p. 50). Such "a polemic against the 
disciples," Rudolf Pesch points out, is pure 
speculation which has no basis. Quentin Quesnell 
dismisses Weeden's thesis as "simply wrong;" 
"so much of the Marean material simply does 
not fit t he thesis". Schuyler Brown shows that 
Weeden "is led to adopl, highly improbable 
textual interpretation, with the result that 
his work as a whole fails to be coinvincing." 
In particular, his "interpretation of the empty­
tomb narrative" is simply "bizarre." To the 
extent that critics have effectively rejected 
the major voice for the theory of a Markan 
attempt to discredit the (male) disciples, the 
particular thesis of Perrin about these three 
women being part of an overall scheme of 
discipleship failure will not hold up. He cannot 
sustain that Mark wishes to paint a "grim pic­
ture" of the women, if Mark has non such "dark" 
and "stark" vision of the male disciples. Granted 
that the promise of Mark 16:7 ("tell his disciples 
and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee; 
there you will see him, as he told you") entails 
some kind of special rehabilitation of the male 
disciples, it would be strange for the evangelist 
in the very next verse suddenly to introduce 
a "grim picture" of the women whose record 
from 14:2 to 16:lff . - unlike that of the male 
disciples - has been consistently positive. 
Their fearful s ilence in 16:Sc must have some 
meaning other than final failure. Let us see 
what Lightfoot makes of it. 
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c) In The Gospel Message of St. Mark, Light­
foot explains the three women's fear in Mark 
16:8c not as "fear of men, whether fear of 
the Jews or of the disciples' reaction to· their 
message, if they gave it." To end the Gospel 
with "the thought of the fear of men" would 
be an intolerable anti-climax and utterly un­
worthy of St. Mark." "The whole tenor" of 
16:5-8 suggests that what we are facing is 
rather "fear or dread of God, ... fear caused 
by revelation" which produces the women's 
amazement, flight, trembling, astonishment 
and -silence (p. 88). In accounting for the women's 
emotions and reactions in Mark 16:5-8, Lightfoot 
points to a similar earlier episode in the Gospel, 
the stilling of the storm (4:35-41). There the 
disciples' "earlier physical alarm is now replaced 
by a much deeper fear." He notes the parallel 
between the silence of the women in 16:8c 
and the "bewildered utterance of the disciples" 
in 4:41 and adds: these reactions "arise from 
the same cause, namely, an increasing and 
involuntary realization of the nature and being 
of Him with whom they have to do" (ibid.). 
In the first case the men ''were afraid with 
a great fear," but said something: "Who then 
is this, that even the wind and the sea obey 
him?" In the second case the women were 
simply "afraid", but said nothing. Yet Lightfoot 
is correct in seeing some parallel between 
the human reactions in both cases. 

Even though the second passion prediction 
in Mark 9:32 ("they understood not the saying 
and were afraid to ask him") is almost a case 
in point, Lightfoot admits that, apart from 
16:8c, we do not have a clear example where 
the evangelist explicitly refers "to silence 
as the result of fear of God, or, in other words, 
of revelation (ibid.). He suggests a reason 
why Mark introduces "the combination of fear 
and silence" only in "the last sentence of the 
book." The evangelist treats with reserve both 
the crucifixion and its counterpart in the resur­
rection hinting at "the unspeakable tragedy 
and darkness of the Passion" and "the ineffable 
wonder and mystery" of the resurrection. One 

. can appreciate, therefore, why Mark could 
lay a unique emphasis "upon the devastating 
results, for the women, of the first intimations 
of the greatest and final manifestation of 
the divine activity recorded" in his book (p. 
89). Episodes of revelation earlier in Mark's 
Gospel produce "fear or astonishment or both 
together" in the disciples·or others (pp. 90-91). 
In a climactic way "the reaction of the women 
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at the tomb, their amazement, trembling, 
astonishment, fear" and silence, "gathers up 
the emotions caused" earlier by the revelatory 
presence of God conveyed by Jesus' actions 
and teaching. 

In his own way and without reference to 
Lightfoot's The Gospel Message of St. Mark, 
Pesch finds in the women's silence of Mark 
16:8c "a motif of reaction to the reception 
of revelation in accounts of epiphanies." To 
substantiate this claim he refers to such texts 
as 1 Sam 3:15 and Dan 7:28 (p. 536; see also 
p. 522) whereas Lightfoot exemplifies the 
connection between some revealing message 
from God and human silence by pointing to 
Ezek 3:26; 24:27; Luke 1:20 and 2 Cor 12:4 
(p. 87). Pesch rightly notes that the fear, trem­
bling and flight of the three women are apoca­
lyptic themes - he refers to Dan 7:15,28; 8:17,27 
and 10:7 - "which underline the meaning of 
the angel's revelatory message" (p. 528; italics 
mine). The "overwhelming secret" communicated 
by the angel in the announcement of Jesus' 
resurrection (Mark 16:6) produces trembling, 
ecstatic amazement and silence. Such a reaction 
emphasizes the "mysterium tremendum" of 
God's unexpected revelation. The women plan 
to anoint the corpse of the crucified Jesus. 
Instead they are "confronted with the message 
of his resurrection and are torn away from" 
their normal ways of thinking (Pesch, p. 535). 

Pesch might have used the entire phrase 
from Rudolf Otto "mysetrium tremendum 
et fascinans." The women go to the tomb (Mark 
16:1-2), drawn unconsciously by the "fascinating 
mystery" of God about to be revealed to them. 
They flee from the tomb (Mark 16:8), shocked 
by the awe-inspiring message of Jesus' resurrec­
tion-. The double-sided activity of the women 
exemplifies very well Otto's classic thesis 
about the human reaction to God and the revela­
tion of the divine mystery. Second, Pesch 
curiously comments that Mark's reader, con­
fronted \}'ith the account of the women's reaction 
to the "epiphany of God'r that has taken place 
in , Je,;us' resurrection, is "invited to let himself 
be fascinated into faith" (p. 541; italics mine) . . 
Here Pesch recalls - for the case of the Gospel's 
reader - the "fascinans" from Otto's phrase, 
but ignores the "tremendum." Surely the reader 
is invited to imitate the women by being fasci­
nated and awe-inspired, and so come to faith 

(cgntinued on p. 23) 
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Emmaus Retreat centre, ,.,est 'lt'Jckham, Kent, Eng­
land, er January-2 February 198r ... - London: 
Church House, 1987. 

280.T3.f2 - ABGLICAB-CATHOLIC DIALOGUE 

HONTEFIORE, H., So near and yet so far: 
Rome, Canterbury and ARC IC. - London: SCM, 1986. 

Nouveaux Jal ons pour 1•unLte: Gulde pour 
l'etude du Rapport flnal de la CollfmissJon Lnter­
nationale an111cane-cathollque romaine. - Parts: 
Cerf, 1984. 

WITMER, J. w. l WRIGHT. J. R. (eds.), 
Called to full unity: Documents on .AnglJcan­
Roman cathollc relations, 1966-1983. - Washtng­
ton: Office of Publ1shtn1 and Promotion Service. 
United States cathollc conference, 1986. 

YARNOLD, E .• Can The Boman CatholJc ,1nd 
AngJJcanChurches be reconciled? A short enquiry 
course. - London: SPCK / CTS, 1986. 

280.'TJ.Hl - ABGLICAB- LUTHERAB Dw.oGUE 

Angucan-Lutneran Joint Worktn1 Group, An111-
can- Luteran rel.Jtlons: Report, Cold Ash, Berk­
shlre, En11and, 28 November-3 December 1983. -
London: AngHcan consultative council - Geneva: 
Lutheran World Federation, 1983, 

Gemetnsame Angllkanisch-Luthertscne Arbe1ts1rup­
pe, Angllkanisch- JutherJsche BezJehungen, Cold 
Ash, Berkshire, England, 28. November-3. Dezember 
1983. - London: Angllkanlscher X:onsultativrat -
Genf: Luthertscher Weltbund, 1983. 

KREMKAU, K. (hrsg.), ChrlstlJcher Glaube 
und sozlale verantwortung: Beltrage zur sJebten 
theologJschen Konferenz nrJschen Vertretern der 
Evangelise hen r1rct1e ln Deutschland und der K irclle 
von En11and (Belheft zur Okumentschen Rund-
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schau 52). - Frankfurt am Hain: o. Lembeck, 1986. 

Z80.T4LT19 - LUTIIEHAB-OllTHODOX DIALOGUE 

Busse und Belchte im Glauben und Leben unserer 
K l r cflen und iflre Bedeutung fur die Erneuerun11 
und Heiligung des Cflristen: Drltter Bllateraler 
TfleoJogi scher Dialog zwiscnen der RumanJscflen 
Ortllo<Joxen Kirche und der EvangeJJscnen K Jrchen in 
Deutscflland VOID 28. Mal bis J. Juni 1982 in 
Hullhorst (Beiheft zur Okumentschen Rund­
schau 51). - Frankfurt am Main: o. Lembeck, 1967. 

KAMPPURI, H. T . (eel.), Dialogue between 
nei8hbours: Tfle Tl1eo1011ica1 conversations between 
the Evangelical-Lutheran Cflurcfl of Finland and tfle 
Russian ortflodox Churcfl, 1970-1986. communiques 
and theses (Publications of Luther- Agricola so­
ciety B 17). - Helsinki: L.-A. S., 1966. 

KAMPPURI, H. T . (ed.), Mikkeli 1986: Tfle 
Seventh Theological Conversations between the 
Evan11e11ca1- Lutfleran Churcfl of Finland and the 
Russian Orthodox Churcfl, Mlkkeli, June Jrd-11th 
1986 (Publications of Luther- Agricola Society B 
16). - Helsinki: 1 .- A. s., 1966. 

280,1'5.7'19 - REFORMEl)--()RTIIODOX DIALOGUE 

TORRANCE, T. F. (ed.), Theological dJa­
locue between Orthodox and Reformed Churcfles. -
Edinburgh- London: Scottish Academic, 1965. 

280.75.72 - REFORMED-CATHOLIC DIALOGUE 

VISCHER, L. & KARRER, A. (eds.), Reformed 
and Homan Catholic in Dialogue: A survey of the 
dialogues at national level (Studies from the 
World Alliance of Reformed Churches 10). - Geneva: 
W. A. R. C., 1966. 

280.1'5.741 - LUTHERAH- REFORHED DIALOGUE 

LOHFF, W., Die Konkordie reformatorJscher 
Kirchen Jn Europa: Leuenberger Konkordie. Elne 
Einfuhrune mit dem vollen Text. - Frankfurt am 
Main: o. Lemt>eck, 1965. 

280.19.741 - LUTHERAH-MERRORITE DIALOGUE 

WIDMER, P. & LIENHARD; M. (eels.), E ntre­
tlens luthero-mennonites: Hesultats du col-
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Loque de Strasbour1 (t98t-t984J (Les cahlers de 
Christ seul 16). - Montbellard: canters de 
Chr i st Seul, 1984. 

2!ID.8I. - llllTIEDO'& fOSl'fJOliS di THE ECUMEIIICAL 
MOVEMEBT 

Ortnodox le et 111ouvement <,cumenlque (t­
tudes theologtques de Chambesy 6), - Chambe­
sy-Geneve: Centre Orthodoxe du Patrlarcat Glcu­
mentque, 1986. 

2111.82 - CATHOLIC POSITIOBS IB THE ECUMEIIICAL 
MOVEMEBT 

BERMEJO, L. H., Torards Christian reunion: 
Vatican I, obstacles and opportunities. - Anand: 
Gujarat Sahitya Prakash, 1984. 

GutTTON, J., ~cumenisme (Gluvres com­
pletes 6). - Parts: Desclee de Brouwer, 1986. 

PAGLIARANI, V., Proposte ecumeniche di un 
cattolico (lnternacta Eatolika Unuiio Esperan­
tista 10). - Roma: !KUE-Centro, 1966. 

PATTARO, G., Per una pastorale del11ecume­
n1smo: Commento al Direttorio Ecumenlco (Unl­
versale teologica 8). - Brefcta: Querlnlana, 1984. 

PIFFL-PERCEVIC, TH. & STIRNEMANN, A. 
(hrsg.), 20 J ahre tlkumenismus: 20 J ahre 
{)kumenismusdekret des II. Vatikanlschen KonzJJs, 
20 Jahre Pro Oriente, 500. Geburtsta1 von Martin 
Luther (Pro Orlente 8). - Innsbruck-Wien: Tyro­
lla, 1964. 

SCHUH, K. (hrsg.), Die okumenische Be­
deutung der ronzilsbeschlusse. - Hlldeshelm: 
Bernward, 1986. 

SkOWRONEk, A., !;,r Jat,{a ekumen11: Spot­
kanla z teolo6iif. - Warszawa: Pax, 1984. 

2BDJl2.81 - CAnlOLIC-ORTHODOX REI.A TIOBS 

PIFFL- PERCEVIC, TH. ,. STIRNEMANN, A'. 
(hrs11.), Im Dialog der Liebe: Neunzehn Pro­
Orlente- symposiM, 19'TI bis 1981 (Pro Orlente 
9). - Innsbruck-Wien: Tyrolla, 1984. 

SANDERS, w. (hrsg.), .Andreas: Apostel der 
l>kumene zrischen Ost und West. - Koln: 
Wlenand, 1985. 

TAFT, R. F. (ed.), The Oriental Orthodox 
Churches in the United States. - Washington: 
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Bishops• Committee for Ecumenical and Interre11-
g1ou1 Affairs. Hatlonal Conference of Catholic 
BllhOPI, 1986, 

280.tl2.M- CATHOLIC-FkOIESuUIT BELATIOBS 

BIRMELE, A. & RusTER, T ., Braue/Jen wJr 
dJe EJn/JeJt der r1rc/Jen? (Arbeltsbuch Okumene 
l), - Wurzburg: Echter - Gottlngen: Vanden­
hoeck & Ruprecht, 1986. 

BOUDIN, H. R. & HOUSSIAU, A, (eds.), Lu­
ther auJourd' IJuJ (Cahlers de la Revue Theolo­
gtque de Louvatn 11), - Louva1n-1a-Heuve: Facul­
t~ de Theologte, 1983. 

CAREY, G., The meetJng of tile waters: A 
balanced contrJbutJon to t/Je ecumenJcal debate. 
- London: Hod<1er an<1 Stoughton, 1985 (publlshe<1 
also as: A taJe of two c/Jurclles: can Protestants 
& CatllolJcs get together? - Downers Grove: 
InterVarslty, 1985), 

HONECICER, H. & WALDENF"ELS, H., zu Gast 
beJm Anderen: Evange11sclrkatlloJJscller Fremden­
fullrer. - Graz: Styrta, 1983. 

KNOCHE, H., EJnJgung der EJrcllen - llJJt 
wem? zu den Tllesen von rarl Rallner und HeJnrJcll 
FrJes. - Miinchen: Behren<1t Meta-Verlag, 1986. 

Luther et la reforme allemande dans une 
perspectJve ~cumenJque (Les etu<1es theolo­
glques <le Chambesy 3). - Chambesy-Geneve: 
centre orthOdoxe <1u Patrtarcat «cumentque, 1983. 

Lut/Jer, tile cnurcll and CllrlstJan unJty (Lu­
theran Theological Seminary Bulletin 63 (1983) 1), 
- Gettysburg: Lutheran Theological Seminary, 1983. 

HiteJnander Leben- mJteJnander gJauben: Warum 
bJn Jell evan1e11sc11, warum b1n Jell katllolisch? -
Miinchen: Verlag fur Gemetn<1epa.<1agogtk, 1985. 

Pour la communion des kgJJses: L'apport du 
Groupe des Dombes, 19Jr-J98r. - Parts: centu­
rion, 1988. 

PROTERRA, H., Homo spirJtuaJts nltltur fJ­
de: Hartin Luther and Ignatius of Loyola. An 
analytical and comparative study of a hermeneutic 
based on tile lleurJstJc structure of dJscretJo. -
Washington: University Press of America, 1983. 

SKOWRONEK, A. (hrs,.). H artJn Luther Jn 
okumenJscller Reflexion: Symposium zum 500. Ge­
burtsta, des Reformators, veranstaltet vom Lehr­
stu/Jl fur okumenJsclle TlleologJe der Akademle 
fur rat/JoJJsclle Tlleo1011e Jn tt'arszawa, 9.-10. 

November 1982. - Warszawa: Akademia TeologH 
XatollckleJ, 1984, 

URBAN, H. J. & WIELAND, w .• ZUlD Tl1ema «lt'as 
1st evan1e11sch, was katboJJsclJ?» (Handreichung 
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fur Erwachsenenblldung, Rellgtonsunterrlcht und 
seelsorge). - PaderbOrn: Bonlfatlus, 1984. 

YULE, G. (e<1.), Luther: Tl1eo1011an for 
Cat/JoJJcs and Protestants. - Edinburgh: T. & T. 
Clark, 1985. 

280.83 - AIIGLICAII fQll'i'RXIS Ill THE ECUMEIIICAL 
MOVEMEBT 

SANTER, H., A receptive churc/J: T/Je chal­
lenge of BEH & ANCIC. - London: Diocese of 
Lon<1on. E<1ucat1on & Community Dlvlslon, 1985. 

28083819 - AIIGLICAB-ORTHODOX BELATIOBS 

HILLER, E. c., Toward a fuller VLSJon: 
Orthodoxy and the Ang11can experience. - WUton: 
Morehouse Barlow, 1984. 

2.80.85 - BAPl'JST ~OBS 1H THE ECUMEIIICAL 

MOVEMEBT 

BLACK, D., HergJng mJssJon and unity. -
PhUadelphla: Geneva Press, 1986. 

2.80Jl5.82 - CATHOLIC-BEFOBMED BELA TIOBS 

BEDOUELLE, G.-T. et al., Etre auJourd'hUJ 
cathollque OU reforme (1586 - 1986). - Ge­
neve: Labor et Fldes, 1986. 

2.80.8T .8Z - METHODIST-CATHOLIC BELA TIOBS 

HORGAN, H. & DAVIES, R. E., WJJJ you walk 
a llttle faster? Letters between a Roman CatholJc 
and a Hethodlst. - Lon<1on: Epworth, 1984. 

280.8T .83 - METHODIST-ABGLICAB BELA TIOBS 

DAVIES, R. E., The C/Jurch of England ob­
served. - London: SCM, 1984. 

28D.9 - ECUMEIIICAL THEOLOGY IB GEBEBAL 

Avis, P. D. L., Ecumenical theology and 
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the elusiveness of doctrine. - London: SPCK, 
1986. 

BENRATH, G. A. et al., Dle Lehrentwlcklung 
Jm Rah111en der i'Jkumenlzltat (Handbuch der 
Dogmen- und Theolo11ege1chichte 3), - Gott1n1en: 
Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1984. 

280,912 - BIBLE - ECUNEBICAL THEOLOGY 

BISER, E. et al., Paulus - ttegbereJter des 
ChrJstentu111s: Zur AktuaJLtat des Volker­
apostels Jn oku111enJscher SJcht. - Munchen: 
J . Pfeiffer, 1984. 

fARMER, W. R. & fARKASF"AL VY, 0. M., The 
for111atJon of the New Testament canon: An ecumen­
ical approach. - New York: Pauust, 1983. 

GNUSE, R., The authority of the Bible: 
Theories of JnspJratJon, revelation and the canon 
of Scripture. - Hew York- Mahwah: PauHst, 1985. 

HAGEN, IC. et al., The B i b l e Jn the church­
es: How d1fferent Christians interpret the ScrJp­
tures. - New York- Mahwah: Paulist, 1985. 

HAHN, F., Exe1etJsche Beltra1e ZUIII o­
kumenJschen Gesprach: Gesa111111elte Aufsatze. t. 
- Gott1n1en: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1986. 

MAILLOT, A., L 1 epitre aux RomaJns: 
epitre de l'~cu111enJs111e et theologJe de 
l'hlstoJre. - Parts: centurion - Geneve: Labor 
et Fides, 1984. 

MUSZYNSKI, H. ,. SKOWRONEK, A. (red.), 
HJsterJum verbi: DzJelo zbiorowe. - Warsza­
wa: Akademia Teo101u ltatollckleJ, 1985. 

280.913 - ECUNEBICAL THEOLOGY 

BRANDT, H. (hrs,.), KJrchlJches Lehren Jn 
okumenJscher verpfJ1chtun1: EJne studJe zur 
RezeptJon okumenlscher Doku111ente. - Stuttgart: 
Calwer, 1986. 

SCHUTTE, H., Z iel: rJrchengemeJnschaft: 
Zur oku111en1schen OrJentJerung. - 4. Aufl. -
Paderborn: Bonlfatlus, 1986. 

280.9131 - GOD - ECUJIEIIICAL THEOLOGY 

Credo Jn SpJrJtu111 sanctum: Attl del con1resso 
teologJco Jnternazlonale dJ pneu111atologJa ... Roma 
22- 26 111arzo 1982 (Teologla e fUosofla 6). -
Vatican City: Llbrerla Editrlce Vatlcana, 1983. 
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a,o.9132 - allllSIQ.OGT - ECUNEIIICAL TBmL06T 

BIRMELE, A., Le saiut en Jesus Christ 
dans Jes dlalo1ues ~cumenJques (Co11tat10 
fldel 141), - Paris: Cerf - Geneve: Labor et fl­
des, 1986. 

CARMODY, J ., The heart o:E the Christian 
matter: An ecumenical approach. - Nashville: 
Abln1don, 1983. 

JASKOtA, P., Bog dla nas: Eku111enJcz­
n<HI081113.tYCZne stadium chrystologJi Johna Arthura 
Thomasa RobJnsona (Jeden Pan, jedna wlara 1), -

LUblln: RedakcJa Wydawnictw ltatollckiego Unlwersy­
tetu Lubelskie10, 1986. 

MULLER- SCHWEF"E, H.-R., ChrJstus JIil ZeJt­
alter der Oku111ene: EJn Entrurf. - Gottlngen: 
vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1986. 

zao.91.329 - IIAJllOLOGT - ECUIIEIIICAL THmLOGT 

BEINERT, w. et al., HarJa - eJne okume­
nlsche Herausforderung. - Regensburg: F. Pustet, 
1984. 

BROWN, R. E. et al., Marla nel Nuovo Te­
stamento: Una valutazJone con11unta dl studJosJ 
protestantJ e cattoJJcJ. - Assisi: Clttadella, 
1985. 

KNAPP-FISHER, E., Devot~n to our Lady Jn 
an ecumenical age: An address gJven to the London 
Branch o:E the Society on July 9th 1985. - wa1-
11n1ton: Ecumenical Society of the Blessed Vir1in 
Mary, 1986. 

Har10101y In modern practice (Communications 
at the VIth E. s. B. V. M. International Congress 
2). - wa111n1ton: Ecumenical Society of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 1985. 

Post-ConcJJJar agreed statements on mar10101y 
(Communications at the Vlth E. s. B. v. M. In­
ternational Congress 1), - Wallington: Ecumenical 
Society of the Blessed VirBin Mary, 1985. 

SCHOPSOAU, w. (hrs,.), Har10101Je und 
FemJnJsmus (Benshelmer Hefte 64). - Gottlngen: 
vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1985. 

STACPOOLE, A., Nary Jn ecumenical dJa-
101ue: .A paper deJJvered to the .Annual General 
HeetJng of the Society ... t98JJ. - wa111n1ton: 
Ecumenical Society of the Blessed Vtrgln Mary, 
1984. 

THURIAN, M., Hary: Mother of the Lord, 
flgure of the Church, - pb~. ed. - London-ox­
ford: Mowbray, 1985. 

TONIOLO, E. H., Maria vJncolo di unJta: 
Presenza della Ver1Jne nelle chJese di Cristo 
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(Gua<1ern1 mar1an1 1). - Roma: Centro <11 cultura 
marlana «Mater Ecc1es1ae», 1986. 

280.91J4 - SOTER'.IDLOGY - ECUMERICAL TBmLOGY 

. BIRMELE, A. ,. RUSTER, T .• Sind wir unse­
res HeJles Scl1111led? (Arbeitsbuch Okumene 2). 
- Wurzburg: Echter - Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & 

Ruprecht, 1987. 
HEYER, H. ,. GABMANN, G. (hrsg.), Reclltfer­

ti1ung lm okumeniscllen Dialog: Dokumente und 
Einfullrung (Okumenische Perspektiven 12). -
Frankfurt am Main: o. Lembeck, 1987. 

2II0.9tJ8 - CAm:HJSMS I SYMBOLICS - ECUMERICAL 

THEOLOGY 

AMBERG, E.-H. et al., Apostollz ltat und 
Okumene: Beitrage (Bekenntnis: Fuldaer Hefte 
30). - Hannover: Lutherisches verlagshaus, 1987. 

Confessing one faith: The origins, meaning and 
use of tile Nicene Creed. Grounds for a COllllllOn 
witness. - Cincinnati: Forward Movement, 1988. 

KRUGER, H., Okumenischer Katechismus: 
Eine kurze Einfullrung in 'ttesen, 'tterden und 
'ti irken der Okumene. - 6. Aufl. - Frankfurt am 
Main: Evangellsches Verlagswerk, 1965. 

LINK, H.-G. (ed.), confessin6 our faith 
around tile world II (Faith and Order Paper 120). 
- Geneva: World Council of Churches, 1983. 

LINK, H.- G. (ed.), Confessing our faith a­
round the world III: TIie Caribbean and Central 
America (Faith and Order Paper 123). - Geneva: 
World counc11 of Churches, 1984. 

LINK, H.-G. (e<1.), confessin6 our faith a­
round the world IV: South America (Faith and 
Order Paper 126). - Geneva: World Councll of 
Churches, 1965. 

LINK, H.-G. (hrsg.), Ein Gott - ein Herr 
- ein Geist: zur Auslegung des apostolischen Glau­
bens heute (Beiheft zur Okumenlschen Rundschau 
56). - Frankfurt am Main: o. Lembeck, 1987. 

LINK, H.-G. (ed.), one God, one Lord, one 
Spirit: On tile expJLcation of the Apostolic Falt/I 
today (Faith and Order Paper 139). - Geneva: 
wee, 1988. 

LINK, H.-G. (hrsg.), 'tturzeln unseres GJau­
bens: Glaube in der Bibel und in der Alten Kirche. 
- Frankfurt am Main: O. Lembeck, 1965. 

HASTRANTONIS, G., Augsburg and Constanti­
nople: TIie correspondence between tile Tubingen 
Tll«>loglans and Patriarch Jeremiah II of Constan-

lB ~Bulletin/ Centro Pro Unione 

tLnopJe on tile Au1sburg Confession. - Brookline: 
Holy Cross, 1982. 

WEINBERG, K., Ende der Konfessionen: Eins 
in Cllristus. - Miinchen: Profll, 1985. 

280.9142 - SPIHITUALITY - ECUMERICAL THEOLOGY 

La spirltualita deJJe clliese cristlane o­
rienta.11 (Corso breve dl ecumenismo 7). - Roma: 
Centro Pro Unione, 1986. 

Elne Spiritualitat fur unsere Zelt : Be­
richt elner Konsultation, Annecy, Frankrel ch, 
J.-8. Dezember 1984. - Genf: Okumentscher Rat 
der Kirchen, 1966. 

A spJrJtuaJJty for our times: Report of a con­
sultation, Annecy, France, J-8 December 1984. -

Geneva: World council of Churches, 1965. 

280.9143 - ECUHERICAL PRAYERS 

BIERITZ, K.-H. & ULRICH, H., Gottesdienst­
cesta.ltun1: Ein okumenisclles 'tterkbuch. - Graz: 
Styria - Gottingen: vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 
1985. 

KOMNICK, H. & OETERS, M., CJkUlllenJsche 
Gottesdienste: Gemelnsa.m horen und beten. -
Munchen: Don Bosco-Claudius, 1965. 

280.9148 - CHRISTIAH LIFE I ECUMENISM 

MOLENDIJK, A. L., Getu11en in mlsslona.ir 
en oecumenlsch verba.nd: Een studie over /let bee rip 
«getuigen>J in documenten van de 'ttereldraad van 
Kerken, de Rooms-Katholieke Kerk en de evan1e11-
calen ln de perJode 1948- 1985 (IIMO Research 
Pamphlet 16). - Leiden-Utrecht: Interun1vers1tair 
Instituut voor Missiologie en oecumen!ca, 1966. 

280.915 - PASTORAL THEOLOGT I ECUHEHISM 

GASTEIGER, F . (hrsg.), Anders fromm seln: 
CJkumenlsche Erfahrun1en des Glaubens. - Mun­
chen: Claudlus-J. Pfeiffer, 1985, 

GELLER, H. (hrsg.), CJkumene in Ge111ein­
den: Struktur und Prozesse okumenJscher Be­
ziehun1en. - Frankfurt am Main: action 365, 

1985. 
Programme on the Unity of the Church and the 

Renewal of Human Community, Unity a.nd renewal: 
A study guJde for local groups (Faith and Order 
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Paper 136), - Geneva: World Council of Churches, 
1987. 

2.80.9153 - MIHISTBT - ECUMERICAL THEOLOGY 

Evan11el1sch / Romisch-kathollsche Gesprachs­
kommlsslon, Das Amt der Klrclle und dle klrc1111-
chen lmter: Ein Arbeltspapler (Fretburser 
Zeitschrlft fiir Phllosophie und Theologle 31, 
pp. 241-309). - Bern: Sekretarlat des Schwetz. 
Evanselischen Kirchenbundes, 1984. 

280.9155 - LAITY - ECUMEBICAL THEOLOGY 

WEBER, H.-R., LlV 106 ln the lmage of 
Chrlst: The 1a1ty 1n mlnlstry. - Geneva: wee, 
1986. 

280.9159 - WOMER IR fllE aroRCH - ECUMEIIICAL 
THEOLOGY 

Gruppo Teologico Mtsto SAE, La Donna, le chle­
se e la teologia (Quaderni d1 Vita Monastlca 
43). - Camaldoll: V.M., 1986, 

HASAMBA MA H. l DE SWEEMER, C. (eds.), 
Families ln transition: The case for counsellng 
Jn context. - Geneva: wee, 1987. 

POBEE, J . S. l WARTENBERG-POTTER, 8. V. 

(eds.), New eyes for reading: Bibllcal and 
theologlcal reflectlons by women from the Third 
ft'orld. - Geneva: World council of Churches, 
1986. 

280.91595 - CHURCH & YOUTH - ECUMEHICAL 
THEOLOGY 

AF'F'OLDERBACH, H. l STEINKAMP, H. (hrsg.), 
K irchllclle Jugendarbeit in Grundbegriffen: 
Stlchworte zu elner okumenischen Bllanz. -
Diisseldorf: Patmos - Miinchen: Chr, Kaiser, 
1985. 

2.80.91.6 - ECCLESIOLOGY - ECUMEBICAL THmLOGT 

CULLMANN, o., Einhelt durch Vielfalt? 
Grundlegung und Beltrag zur Diskussion uber die 
Hogllcllkeiten lhrer Verwlrkllchung. - Tiib1n-
11en: J. c. B. Mohr, 1986. 

CULLMANN, 0., L'unlta attraverso la di­
verslta: 11 suo fondamento e 11 problema della 
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sua reallzzazlone (Giornale dl teologia 178). -
Brescia: ouerin1ana, 1987. 

Duouoc, C., Chiese provvlsorie: Saggio di 
ecclesJoJogJa ecumenlca (Glornale dl teologia 
160), - Brescia: Guertnlana, 1985. 

Duouoc, C., Des eglises provisolres: 
Essai d'ecclesiologle <,CUmenlque. - Paris: 
Cerf, 1985. 

Duauoc, c., Provislonal ctwrclles: An essay 
in ecumenical ecc1es101ogy. - London: SCM, 1986. 

HARRIES, R., The authority of divine love. 
- Oxford: B. Blackwell, 1983. 

LIMOURIS, G. (ed.), C twrch, k lngdom, 
world: T/Je church as mystery and prophetic sign 
(Faith and Order Paper 130). - Geneva: World 
Counc1l of Churches, 1986. 

HIKULANIS, D. L., Authority in the cnurc/J 
from the perspective of recent Angllcan/Roman 
CatholJc dialogues. - Romae: Pontlficia Studlo­
rum Unlversitas a s. Thoma ~n Urbe, 1986 (diss.). 

Le molte chJese (Servitlum: Guadernl di spi­
rituaU ta 48). - Casale Monferrato: Mariettl, 
1986. 
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(continued from p. 8) 

(or be strengthened in an Easter faith that 
already exists)? 

3. Conclusion. Lightfoot points in the right 
direction by interpreting the women's fearful 
flight of Mark 16:Sc within the context of 
the whole Gospel. The reaction of the women 
gathers up in a climactic way the feelings 
evoked by earlier episodes of divine revelation 
communicated through Jesus' words and deeds. 

One might add that Mark establishes this 
theme right from the outset of the ministry. 
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6' 

People are "astonished" at Jesus' teaching 
(Mark 1:22) and "amazed" at his power over 
unclean spirits (Mark 1 :27). Divine revelation 
reaches its climax in the event of the resurrec­
tion which produces the empty tomb (Mark 
16:4-5) - a deed clarified and announced by 
the word (Mark 16:6). Faced with the uniquely 
great revelation of God in the resurrection 
of the crucified Jesus, the silent and fearful 
flight of the women is not only understandable 
but also highly appropriate. 
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