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International Commission of the Anglican-Orthodox Theological Dialogue 

September 3-10, 2012 COMMUNIQUÉ
Chester, England

In the name of the Triune God, and with the blessing and guidance of our Churches, the International
Commission for Anglican-Orthodox Theological Dialogue (ICAOTD) met at the University of Chester, United
Kingdom during 3-10 September 2012. The Commission is grateful for the hospitality extended by the Anglican
Communion.

The ICAOTD is continuing in its in-depth study of Christian anthropology, particularly in regard to what it
means to be a human person created in the image and likeness of God. The Commission discussed the draft of its joint
theological work on this subject, developed through the collaborative studies of previous meetings and enriched by
presentations at this meeting on nature and grace, marriage, celibacy and friendship, and creation. Recognizing the
need for our churches to address the urgent issues of contemporary humanity, the Commission explored the
application of its study, particularly in the area of ecology. 

The members of the Commission were warmly welcomed to the diocese of St Asaph in the Church in Wales by
Bishop Gregory Cameron and by clergy and faithful of the churches of the diocese. Members of the Commission visited
the churches of St Giles, Wrexham and All Saints, Gresford. Accompanied by the Roman Catholic bishop of Wrexham,
they prayed at St Winefride’s well, a site of holy pilgrimage for many centuries, and enjoyed fellowship with
parishioners, local civic dignitaries and other ecumenical guests at St Peter’s Church, Holywell. Members took part in
Choral Evensong at St Asaph’s Cathedral and, following the service, were graciously hosted by the bishop in his home.
The Commission members appreciated the opportunity to learn about the long and rich history of Christianity in
Wales, and to be so thoughtfully received by Bishop Gregory, himself a former co-secretary of the dialogue. 

Daily prayer strengthened the work of the Commission. Members also attended the Divine Liturgy at St
Barbara’s Orthodox Church in Chester and the Eucharist at Chester Cathedral, where they were warmly welcomed by
the Dean and Chapter.

The Commission members were mindful that they were meeting in the last months of the ministry of His
Grace the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams. The Commission is deeply grateful for his ongoing support
and his contributions to their work.

The work of the Commission will continue at its next meeting in Novi Sad, Serbia in September 2013 at the
invitation of His Holiness Irinej, Patriarch of the Serbian Orthodox Church. 

Metropolitan Kallistos of Diokleia  Archbishop Roger Herft of Perth
Orthodox Co-Chairman Anglican Co-Chairman

Chester, Monday 10 September 2012

Page 1 of  3



Commission Members present were:

Representatives of the Orthodox Church
Metropolitan Kallistos of Diokleia

Ecumenical Patriarchate, Co-chairman
Metropolitan Seraphim of Zimbabwe

Patriarchate of Alexandria
The Revd Fr Alexander Haig

Patriarchate of Antioch
Archbishop Elisey of Sourozh

Patriarchate of Moscow
Professor Dr Bogdan Lubardic

Patriarchate of Serbia
Metropolitan Nifon of Târgovişte 

Patriarchate of Romania
Metropolitan Chrysostomos of Kition 

Church of Cyprus 
Professor Dr Miltiadis Konstantinou 

Church of Greece
His Grace Bishop Ilia of Philomelion 

Church of Albania 

MEMBERS UNABLE TO ATTEND

The Revd Dr Christos B Christakis, Co-Secretary
Fr George Dragas

Patriarchate of Jerusalem
The Revd Andrzej Minko

Church of Poland
Archpriest Giorgi Zviadadze

Church of Georgia

Representatives of the Anglican Communion 
The Most Revd Roger Herft of Perth

The Anglican Church of Australia, Co-Chairman
The Revd Marc Billimoria

Church of Ceylon
The Revd Dr Timothy Bradshaw

Church of England
The Most Revd Richard Clarke of Meath & Kildare

Church of Ireland
The Revd Canon Jonathan Goodall 

Archbishop of Canterbury’s Representative
The Revd Deacon Dr Christine Hall

Church of England
The Revd Canon Philip Hobson OGS

Anglican Church of Canada
Ms Natasha Klukach

Anglican Church of Canada
The Rt Revd Michael Lewis of Cyprus & The Gulf

Episcopal Church in Jerusalem & the Middle East
The Revd Dr Duncan Reid

Anglican Church of Australia
The Revd Canon Professor John Riches

Scottish Episcopal Church
The Rt Revd John Stroyan of Warwick

Church of England
The Revd Canon Dr Alyson Barnett-Cowan, Co-secretary
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MEMBERS UNABLE TO ATTEND: 

The Revd Dr Gloria Mapangdol
Episcopal Church in the Philippines

The Revd Joseph Wandera
Anglican Church of Kenya

PAPERS SUBMITTED TO THE MEETING:
The Revd Dr Timothy Bradshaw and the Dr Bogdan Lubardic

Draft text ICAOTD proposed “Agreed statement on Christian Anthropology – basic theological
presuppositions”

The Revd Dr Timothy Bradshaw and the Rt Revd Michael Lewis
“Sexuality: Anglican discussions, reports, resolutions, and decisions: an informational overview”

The Rt Revd Richard Clarke
“Nature, Grace and Freedom – an Anglican angle”

The Revd Canon Philip Hobson
“Sexuality: Marriage, Friendship and Celibacy”

The Revd Andrzej Minko
“Marriage (Divorce), Celibacy and Friendship in Orthodox perspective”

The Revd Dr Duncan Reid
“A reading of Westcott’s Gospel of Creation: an early venture into ecological theology?”

Metropolitan Seraphim of Zimbabwe
“The terms ‘Nature’, ‘Grace’, ‘Freedom’ from the Orthodox point of view”
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