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BAPTIST – LUTHERAN JOINT COMMISSION

REPORT: A MESSAGE TO OUR CHURCHES

Introduction
I. Authority for preaching and teaching in the Baptist and Lutheran traditions

1. THE NATURE OF AUTHORITY

2. SCRIPTURE AND TRADITION

Scripture alone (sola scriptura)
Christ alone (solus Christus)
The interpretation of scripture
The function of theology
The role of creeds and confessions

3. FAITH AND PRACTICE

4. CONCLUSION

Recommendations

II. Faith-baptism-discipleship
1. THE STATE OF THE QUESTION

2. THE UNDERSTANDING OF BAPTISM

Biblical
Theological
Anthropological
Ecclesiological and sociological

3. CONCLUSION

III. The church
1.THE UNDERSTANDING OF THE CHURCH

Our common biblical heritage
Lutheran understanding
Baptist understanding

2. THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

3. THE LORD’S PRAYER

Recommendations

IV. Lutheran condemnations of the Anabaptist in the 16th century and the relationship of Lutherans and Baptists
today
1. THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS

2. THE IMPACT OF THE CONDEMNATIONS

3. THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS AND LUTHERANS TODAY

4. THE LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS AND BAPTISTS TODAY

5. DIVERGENCES AND CONVERGENCES BETWEEN BAPTISTS AND LUTHERANS TODAY

Recommendations
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The text may be found at:

Baptists and Lutherans in Conversation: A Message to Our Churches. (Geneva: Baptist World Alliance/Lutheran World
Federation, 1990).

Baptisten und Lutheraner im Gespräch: eine Botschaft an unsere Kirchen/Gemeinden. (Genf: Baptistischer Weltbund/
Lutherischer Weltbund, 1990).

and in 

GROS, J., H. MEYER, H., W.G. RUSCH, W. G. Edd. Growth in Agreement II: Reports and Agreed Statements of Ecumenical
Conversations on a World Level, 1982-1998. Faith and Order Paper, 187. (Geneva/Grand Rapids, MI: WCC/Eerdmans,
2000) 155-175.

Page 2 of  2


