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“When the Saints Go Marching Into Our Lives” 

Storie di come la vita dei testimoni di Cristo tocca il nostro modo di vivere la fede 

 
 
Rev. Jim Linthicum – Associate Priest, Centro Anglicano a Roma 

Martiri della Melanesia  
La Melanesian Brotherhood (Fratellanza Melanesiana) fu fondata da Ini Kopuria, originario delle Isole 
Salomone (nacque a Guadalcanal nel 1925).  Il pro�ilo e i principi operativi di questa Comunità Religiosa 
Anglicana – che ne costituiscono la peculiarità – verranno presentati sottolineando gli aspetti di 
testimonianza che sono più in sintonia con il tema generale del pomeriggio. Una menzione particolare 
sarà data ai Fratelli martirizzati nel 2003, la cui visione continua anche oggi ad essere motivo di 
ispirazione. La presentazione esplorerà i cardini della Comunità e i suoi tratti distintivi, con particolare 
enfasi su quanto ci insegnano sull'ecumenismo e sulla testimonianza sacri�icale nel mondo moderno. 
 
 
 Gian Piero Marussich – Elder of the Chiesa Cristiana Evangelica Battista in Trastevere 
 Vittorio Sessa 
“A Life of Service for Others”: founded in 1872, the Evangelical Baptist Church in Trastevere has 
celebrated its 150 years of existence through the work of missionaries and lay �igures. Among them, 
Vittorio Sessa stands out. A member of the community for nearly 70 years, he is known for his dedication 
to serving others as a disciple of Jesus. Born in 1932, Sessa experienced the hardships of war and joined 
the Air Force at 18 to support his family. In 1954, he met Luciana De Simonis, who would become his 
wife. Through her, he discovered the Gospel of Jesus. He moved to Rome in 1956 and began attending 
the Baptist Church in Trastevere, where he was baptized the following year. Since then, he has been 
actively involved in the community, handling administration tasks, visiting the sick, and distributing 
goods. In the 1980s, he and his wife supported outcasts and homeless people, helping them reintegrate 
into society. Since the 1990s, he has addressed the issue of immigration by promoting acceptance and 
integration. Despite his advanced age, Vittorio continues to serve, doing valuable prison chaplaincy work 
at Rebibbia Prison. His life is an example of hospitality and dedication, and an inspiration to the 
community. He demonstrates that Christianity is a relationship to be cultivated and lived out in practice. 
His faith and service set an example for the Evangelical Baptist church in Trastevere and all those who 
meet him. We are grateful to God for his life and for the inspiration he provides to our community. 
 

 



 
 Rev. Jim Loughran, SA – Direttore, Centro Pro Unione  
 Paul Wattson, SA 
Padre Paul Wattson (1863-1940) ebbe l’ispirazione di fondare – insieme alla sua �iglia spirituale madre 
Lurana White – una comunità francescana, con ramo sia maschile che femminile, con lo speciale carisma 
di “atonement”, parola tratta dalla Lettera di San Paolo ai Romani 5, 11 (della King James’ Version) e 
tradotta anche come “riconciliazione”, con particolare accento sul sacri�icio redentivo di Cristo che con 
il Suo Sangue versato per noi ha espiato i nostri peccati, riconciliando l’umanità col Padre. Nel 1898 
fondò i Frati dell’Atonement, una Congregazione del Terzo Ordine Regolare Francescano, che svolge un 
ministero di riconciliazione in un mondo vulnerato sia da ferite personali, familiari e comunitarie che da 
divisioni tra cristiani. Nel 1908 Padre Paul Wattson istituı̀ un Ottavario di preghiera per l’unità dei 
cristiani, oggi conosciuta come Settimana di preghiera per l’unità dei cristiani, celebrata dal 18 al 25 
gennaio. Nel 1909 l’intera comunità dell’Atonement – frati, suore e laici associati – entrò in piena 
comunione con la Chiesa cattolica, come Congregazione francescana cattolica, con un carisma di unità e 
riconciliazione, che include la preghiera e la ricerca dell’unità visibile tra i cristiani, ministeri di cura 
pastorale parrocchiale, di direzione spirituale e di guarigione da dipendenze di vario tipo.  
 
 
 Leonardo De Chirico – Professor, Pastor of Breccia di Roma Church 

 Renata of Francia  
A large part of Renata of France’s life (1510-1575) was devoted to protecting, hiding, subsidizing, and 
interceding for refugees on account of the Reformed faith. She was the Duchess of Ferrara and daughter 
of King Louis XII. This year marks the 450th anniversary of her death. Renata, the second daughter of the 
King of France, was married off to Ercole d’Este, son of Alfonso I and Lucrezia Borgia (daughter of a 
pope!), for political reasons. Her presence in Ferrara posed an immediate problem for her husband. 
Renata tried to recreate the cultural model in which she had grown up in Ferrara. This model included a 
women's circle that welcomed and protected literati, humanists, and individuals of different religious 
beliefs. She introduced Lutheran and Calvinist ideas into a court that depended on the Pope without fear. 
Renata even attempted to establish Ferrara as a center of propagation by ensuring that her daughters 
were educated in the Reformed faith. This cost her dearly. She was suspected for her efforts on behalf of 
those condemned by the Inquisition. After her husband passed away, she returned to France and 
experienced the turmoil of the Wars of Religion. Many Italian noblewomen supported the Reformation 
and participated in cultural circles where these ideas spread rapidly, despite threats from the Inquisition. 
However, few served the cause of the Reformation as decisively and radically as Renata di Ferrara. 

 
 Heike Vesper – Member of the Lutheran Community and of the Focolare Movement 

 Paul Schneider e Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
“Thus says the Lord: I am the resurrection and the life.”: Two Protestant Witnesses of the Faith. 
In today’s world, with wars occurring in many places on the planet and the secularization of our 
societies, authentic people who are witnesses to the faith – people who are simple yet have found 
strength and wisdom in the Gospel – are so important. In 1930s Germany, the two Protestant pastors of 
“The Confessing Church”, Paul Schneider and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, followed their consciences. They did 
not look out for themselves. The Gospel was their guide – the light and truth that gave them the courage 
to challenge Nazism and accept all the consequences with dignity until the end. Both were murdered in 
a Nazi camp. 

 
 
 
 
 



  
 Rev. Matthew Laferty – Direttore, Uf�icio Ecumenico Metodista a Roma  

Mary Fletcher 
Mary Bosanquet Fletcher (1739-1815) fu una predicatrice metodista inglese a cui si deve il merito di 
aver convinto, nel 1771, il reverendo John Wesley, primo leader dei Metodisti, a permettere alle donne 
di predicare in pubblico. Nata in una famiglia benestante, la Fletcher ri�iutò uno stile di vita lussuoso e 
dedicò la sua vita alla carità e alla predicazione. Insieme all'amica Sarah Crosby, la Fletcher iniziò a 
predicare e a guidare le riunioni di preghiera metodiste in un orfanotro�io fondato dalla Fletcher stessa 
a Leytonstone, in Inghilterra. Le due donne divennero le predicatrici più popolari del loro tempo. Mary 
Fletcher era conosciuta come “Madre in Israele”, un termine d'onore metodista, per le sue opere di carità, 
la predicazione della fede cristiana e la guida delle prime società metodiste in Inghilterra. 

 
 Archimandrite Simeon Katsinas – Rector, Church of S. Teodoro Megalomartire al Palatino 
 Meliton of Chalcedon  
Metropolitan Meliton of Chalcedon (1913-1989) was a great spiritual master who played a signi�icant 
role in interchurch relations, especially with the World Council of Churches and the Catholic Church. 
 
 
 Rev. Kyrillos ElMakari – Monk of Monastery of St Macarios (Egypt), PhD Durham Univ., 
 postdoctoral fellow at PUST, Rome  

 Coptic Martyrs  
“Having Christians in Egypt today is considered a miracle.” Coptic Christians were martyred as early as 
the fourth century, �irst under the emperor’s edict and later under Islamic rule. From Al-Hakim (996–
1020) until the Mamluks, many restrictions were imposed on Christians regarding clothing and 
property. Martyrdom continued until the execution of 21 Coptic Christians in Libya in 2015. 

 
 
  Reydibel Mesa – Member of the Pentecostal Church in Venezuela and of the Focolare 
 Movement (streaming from Budapest, Hungary) 

 Maria Aurora Marrufo 
Maria Aurora Marrufo, grandmother of Reydibel, was born in an indigenous community in Venezuela to 
a Spanish father and an indigenous mother. At age 12, she was sold to a man and had 11 children with 
him. Because of the miracle God performed on one of her younger children, who was very sick 
(Reydibel’s father), she converted to Christianity. She began practicing her faith in the Pentecostal 
church, which she helped establish in Maracaibo, a city in Venezuela. She was a woman of faith who lived 
an evangelical life. 
 
 Rev.da Tara Curlewis – Direttore, Uf�icio Ecumenico delle Chiese Riformate 

 Jane Haining 
“Una santa recalcitrante: una persona ordinaria che è diventata straordinaria grazie alla fede, alla 
speranza e all’amore”: Jane Haining fu una missionaria scozzese della Chiesa di Scozia a Budapest, in 
Ungheria. Lavorava come direttrice di una pensione per ragazze ebree e cristiane. Nel 1940, dopo lo 
scoppio della Seconda guerra mondiale, il Comitato responsabile per le missioni della Chiesa di Scozia a 
Edimburgo le consigliò di tornare in Scozia. Ma Jane decise di rimanere con le sue ragazze a Budapest. 
Nell’aprile del 1944 fu arrestata dalla Gestapo con 8 capi d’accusa a suo carico e deportata ad Auschwitz 
il 15 maggio 1944. A soli 47 anni, morı̀ il 17 luglio 1944. La vita di Jane Haining è ricordata per il coraggio 
dimostrato nell’amare e proteggere le ragazze a lei af�idate di fronte alle avversità. Nel 1997 è stata 
riconosciuta come “Giusto tra le Nazioni” da Yad Vashem. Nel 2010 il governo britannico l’ha nominata 
“Eroe britannico dell’Olocausto”. I monumenti a lei dedicati si trovano a Dunscore, in Scozia, e a 
Budapest, in Ungheria. 



 


